
TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES

 
November 14, 2011

	PRESENT:
	ABSENT:

	Mayor,  Rick Carney
	

	Councilwoman, Kit Hawver
	

	Mayor Pro Tem Paul Williams
	

	Councilwoman, Gayle Lloyd
	      Councilman Wayne Hawver Excused

	Councilman, Will Guyton
	

	          
	

	
	

	
	

	Others in Attendance:  Clerk/ Treasurer Elvira Birrueta, Administrator, Jeff Ranger, Attorney, Sara Watkins.  

	Staff Report


	Adm. Ranger



	
	

	Naches Ave 3rd to Naches High School
	Adm. Ranger informed Council a proposed Resolution is in the packet to declare this project as complete. Closing procedures will follow.

	
	

	Legislature for Funding/Construction for Penney Avenue

	1. Admin. Ranger informed Mayor and Council application have been submitted and the Town should be receiving notice by November 18th 2011, on whether the Town will be granted the funds. 
2. Public Hearing in regards to The Town of Naches 2012 Budget.

	
	3. Working for Audit exit meeting.
4. Councilman Williams had questions in regards to the Towns additional expenditure on the Audit and the recuperation on a former employee misuse of Town funds. Attorney Watkins informed Mayor and Council all the misused of funds have been fully recovered from the former employee. At this point it’s on the Auditors determination on whether or not they’ll proceed with the investigation and charges. Admin. Ranger letter addressed the extra costs the Town was to be charged from the Washington State Auditor’s, since the town hired Monte Scacco and Toni Nelson to balance the month ends and to make sure no additional fraud had taken place.  Attorney Watkins also informed Council that whether or not the Town can get a judgment is different than whether the Town can recuperate the additional costs of the Audit. This case can be taken into prosecutor’s have Civil and Criminal possibilities it’s so minimal that it’s hard to know. Councilman Williams questioned if there was a criminal act. Attorney Watkins response is yes. Councilman Williams is the Town moving forward with this. Attorney Watkins this point it’s on the State Auditor’s Office which is required by statue.  Admin. Ranger it was reported in January of 2011 to the State Auditors and it’s up to them. The Town has spent over $15,000.00 in the single Federal Audit and 2 years of accountability audit.  The auditing team has not found other discrepancies only what had been reported to them.  Councilman Williams question to Admin. Ranger what’s his suggestion as the Town’s supervisor what is he’s best advice. Do you suggest we move forward? Admin. Ranger response it is best for the Town financially to move forward and that would be my recommendation. Admin. Ranger reiterated the Mayor Wolfe and staff decided  to pay Monte Scacco and Toni Nelson both former State Auditors  to assure that all checks and balance were in place and subsequently the Town had did its diligence in the matter of accountability.  
5. Union Negotiations with our Public Works crew will meet in executive session for discussion.

6.  VAC Sweeper Truck. Union Gap just purchased a new Vac Sweeper Truck. Moxee has been trying to bid on the used Vac Sweeper Truck from Union Gap and if Moxee is successful it would be an opportunity to purchase their Vac/Sweeper truck.  It has discussed this with the Mayor. The Town could become more efficient to have the vacuum part to do storm drain cleaning. 
7. Earlier this week the engineers and I had a meeting with WSDOT on access issues just to keep inform nothing formal more or less keeping our options open for highway access on the 60 acres east of town.
8. WWTP NPDES 3 year process permit renewals and you will see a drafted letter to NPDES. The Department of Ecology has been trying to change the location of the outflow.  Administrator is requesting Ecology to delay implementation until better economic times to do the relocation. The letter is going out with the Town’s permit renewals application. Councilman Guyton questioned in regards to a third party lawsuit and the answer is no the Department of Ecology has every right to make these changes.
9. SIED Grant/Loan possibilities Administrator is asking Council to apply for grants, since there is 9 million dollars available. Councilman Williams do you need a motion from Council for you to start the application process? Yes I’m not saying is automatically accepted but it gives me the opportunity to start the formal application process.

10. Still working on recruiting business and residents, just waiting for the holiday season to be over trying to schedule meetings.
11. 2012 Preliminary Budget, does anyone have any questions in regards to the Preliminary 2012 Budget.
12. State Auditor’s letter.

13. Old Town Hall finally re-roof and asking Council to accept the project as complete, to receive the USDA Grant reimbursement a Resolution is included with the Council packet.
14. Contracts for the Library and Fire District contracts, Attorney Watkins and Admin. Ranger will discuss these contracts at the beginning of the year. 

15. Public Works preparing for winter by doing street sealing. Public Works Foreman, Mike Davis has done a great job on making sure all the tree obstruction on the streets and stop signs are complete. Public works has also completed a new concrete pad next to the Bandstand.

	
	

	
	

	Treasurer Reports

Review Voucher’s

Review Consent Agenda Items.


	Clerk/Treasurer Birrueta informed Council, October 2011 has been balanced and Treasurer reports are included in the Council packet including revenue and expenditure reports.
Staff provided the Voucher report to Council and reviewed the month list.

Council reviewed the consent agenda.

Councilwoman Lloyd suggested the Town should have a Christmas Party for the Town Mayor, Council members, Staff and the Planning Commission. It was agreed to have it at the Hawver’s residence on December 17, 2011.


	Adjourn 
_______________________

Rick Carney, Mayor


	With no further business to discuss at the Council Study Session, meeting was adjourned 6:59 pm.

              ___________________________________

              Elvira Birrueta Clerk/ Treasurer

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	                 _____________________________

                 Elvira Birrueta Clerk/Treasurer


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


11/14/11 Council Study Session

1

