
TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES


November 09, 2009

	PRESENT:
	ABSENT:

	Mayor, Eric R. Wolfe
	

	Councilwoman, Michelle Carrell
	

	Councilwoman, Gayle Lloyd
	

	Councilman, Rick Carney
	

	Councilman, Chuck Harris
	

	Councilman, Wayne Hawver
	

	
	

	Others in Attendance:  Administrator, Jeff Ranger, Attorney, Sara Watkins, Clerk/Treasurer, Tanya J. Luke and various citizens of the community.

	
	

	Review Consent Agenda Items
	Council reviewed the consent agenda.   Clerk Luke explained the reason for the September 14, 2009 Study Session Minutes was that during Audience Participation it was not Kathryn Thompson who asked about the sign at the Naches Chinook Center, it was Nicole Brown.  Therefore the name and address was struck from the record and the correct information was put in its place.  Council would have to approve of this change during the regular Council meeting.   

	
	

	Staff Report
	Adm. Ranger informed Council there was no staff report for tonight’s meeting as staff has been busy preparing the 2010 Budget and handling other tasks that have kept them busy this month.  

	
	

	2010 Preliminary Budget
	Clerk Luke discussed with Council some of the proposed changes/increases in the preliminary 2010 budget.  As stated last month a 4% increase is planned for all staff as per labor contract.  The final figures for Medical, Dental and Vision are now in they have all increased slightly.  

The proposed increases for Water (2%), Sewer (6%) and Garbage (3%) are all included in this budget.  This would take a base bill (0-400 C.F. usage) from $84.62 to $88.16 for a residential customer and $131.47 to $136.44 for a commercial customer.    

Clerk Luke also informed Council that the assessed value for the Town as a whole decreased from a little over 49 million last year to 47,931,828.  This will generate revenue in the amount of $113,060 for 2010.  This decrease is due to the inflated numbers the County was using for their assessed value for the Town.  

Councilwoman Carrell asked if the salary increases for next year would remain the same or if union negotiations would soon be under way.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that Negotiations would not be reopened until 2011 and that the negotiated increase for 2010 and 2011 was 4%.  At the time the contract was agreed upon the economy was not in the state that it is now.  

Mayor Wolfe asked Mr. Ted Pooler from Huibregtse Louman & Associates to address the Council in regards to Water/Sewer rates.  Mr. Pooler informed Council that there was good news for the water fund; it had been a dry year so people really used their water, thus giving us $26,000 left in the water fund at year end.  Mr. Pooler also informed Council that staff really does a great job of controlling expenses.  In order to obtain some good projections, Mr. Pooler used 2008 figures.  The transfer of Adm. Dollars went from 30,000 last year back up to the $39, 210 for the 2010 year.  
Mr. Pooler informed Council that sewer on the other hand isn’t doing so well.  Nothing significant, it has been a pretty good year and the staff is keeping the costs down, but we will still probably come in at about $7,000 lower than what was projected.  The Adm. Transfer will remain at the lower $30,000 rate.  Mr. Pooler also reminded Council that there were budgeted improvement expenses for the clarifier and the well this last year that are now complete and will not come into play this next year.  

Councilwoman Carrell asked if there were any expected improvements scheduled for 2010.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that we would be having the Water Valve Replacements for Naches Ave and also the resurfacing of the Naches Avenue will also begin in early spring.  

Mayor Wolfe then asked if Christie Herbst from Waste Connections would like to address the Council.  Miss Herbst informed Council that because of the County Landfill increase this would be a pass through increase to the customer.  Also included in the increase is the price of the yard waste container.  There being no further questions for Miss Herbst, the session continued.                      

	
	

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
	Council reviewed the October 2009 monthly treasurer’s report.   Clerk Luke explained that she was again holding checks for Huibregtse Louman & Associates along with a check for Columbia Asphalt.  Those specific checks would not be mailed until the Town of Naches had been reimbursed by the federal government.
Mayor Wolfe asked if any of the Council members had any questions on any of the ordinances that they had before them.  Mayor Wolfe explained that there had been a noise problem in town throughout the week and it had been discovered that the Town does not have a noise ordinance in place.  Therefore the Town would like to adopt what the County currently uses and enforce.  Mayor Wolfe explained that you can adopt the Counties Ordinance with it’s current restrictions or you can place stricter restrictions, but they cannot be less than what the County currently has.  Basically the County would like to have a noise free environment from 10 pm to 6 am.             

	
	

	Adjourn
	With no further business to discuss at the Council Study Session, Mayor Wolfe closed the meeting at 6:55 PM


__________________________________

_______________________________

Erick Wolfe, Mayor




Tanya J. Luke, Clerk-Treasurer
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