
TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES


October 12, 2009

	PRESENT:
	ABSENT:

	Mayor, Eric R. Wolfe
	

	Councilwoman, Michelle Carrell
	

	Councilwoman, Gayle Lloyd
	

	Councilman, Rick Carney
	

	
	Councilman, Chuck Harris with an excused absence. 

	Councilman, Wayne Hawver
	

	
	

	Others in Attendance:  Administrator, Jeff Ranger, Attorney, Mike Shinn, Clerk/Treasurer, Tanya J. Luke and various citizens of the community.  (Note:  Mayor Wolfe was late to Study session as he was working.  Mayor Pro-Tem Carney actually ran the Study Session.)

	
	

	Review Consent Agenda Items
	Council reviewed the consent agenda.  

	
	

	Staff Report
	

	
	

	Naches Depot & Trail Phase II Project
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that we would be releasing retainage on this project at tonight’s meeting and get started on the final paperwork to get this project cleared off of our books.      

	
	

	Clarifier Mechanism Installation Project
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that retainage would be released for this project at tonight’s meeting and this project is considered complete.      

	
	

	2010 Preliminary Budget
	Clerk Luke discussed with Council some of the proposed changes/increases in the preliminary 2010 budget.  A 4% increase is planned for all staff as per labor contract.  Medical, Dental, and Vision rates are scheduled to increase, but we have not been given those numbers, we have proposed a 5% increase, but will have final numbers on the 19th of October from the Teamsters Representative.  Monthly legal fees will increase $250.00 over the next year.  The Town’s insurance costs were raised over $2,500.00 due to the mandated 10 million in property value liability.  In the past the Town was given an option on 5 or 10 million, this year that option has been eliminated and we will be covered by the 10 million automatically.  

Rates have been submitted to the engineers and we are proposing a 2% increase for water and sewer, but will know the final outcome in a couple of weeks.  This could change based on the engineers findings.  The assessments for the Yakima Valley Conference of Governments have doubled this year, but a lot of that has to do with all of the ARRA funds that were distributed.  

Proposed Capital Expenditures city wide that are included in this 2010 budget is a sound system for Council, a new phone system, computers for Town Hall and Public works has requested a new back-up generator for the water system in case of emergencies and a Nozzle skid for the sewer jetter.  

Construction is slated to begin in Spring of 2010 on Naches Avenue and the Town is supposed to come up with a match of $60,000, this money has been set aside in the street fund with transfers coming from the Real Estate Excise monies, Street Construction and Water Construction Funds.  

Councilwoman Carrell asked about the water/sewer increases.  Adm. Ranger explained to Council that this may or may not be enough; it just depends on what the engineers find in their study of our rates.  Garbage rates may also be going up as the County Landfills will again be raising their rates for the 2010 year.          

	
	

	Audience Participation
	Kit Hawver of 26 E. Second St just wanted to explain the FYI memo that was in the packet.  Mrs. Hawver is just concerned with helping the Sheriff’s Department with the problems in the park and to better handle the situations that arise there.  Mrs. Hawver feels that changing the hours of operation would be essential in helping.  Her proposal is implementing a dawn till dusk curfew at the park.  The current hours of operation are 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM.  
Councilman Carney asked about the lighting at the corner of Naches and Third Avenue.  Councilman Carney just feels it is always so dark at that intersection.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that design work will begin soon and that lighting can be addressed at that time.     

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
	Council reviewed the September 2009 monthly treasurer’s report.   Clerk Luke explained that the Town is not actually negative, as the check’s have been written to Huibregtse Louman and Columbia, but they have not been sent out until the monies has been reimbursed from the Feds.  Councilwoman Lloyd asked if our account was like a regular checking account and we were charged for the negative balance.  Clerk Luke again explained that the checks were written, but are still sitting on her desk waiting for the federal reimbursement before they are mailed out.  The Town does not have an actual negative balance in their bank account.          

	
	

	Adjourn
	With no further business to discuss at the Council Study Session, Mayor Pro-Tem closed the meeting at 6:51 PM


__________________________________

_______________________________

Rick Carney, Mayor Pro-Tem



Tanya J. Luke, Clerk-Treasurer
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