
TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES


August 10, 2009

	PRESENT:
	ABSENT:

	Mayor, Eric R. Wolfe
	

	Councilwoman, Michelle Carrell
	

	Councilwoman, Gayle Lloyd
	

	Councilman, Rick Carney
	

	Councilman, Chuck Harris
	

	Councilman, Wayne Hawver
	

	
	

	Others in Attendance:  Administrator, Jeff Ranger, Attorney, Sara Watkins, Clerk/Treasurer, Tanya J. Luke and various citizens of the community.

	
	

	Review Consent Agenda Items
	Council reviewed the consent agenda.  

	
	

	Staff Report
	

	
	

	Depot & Trail Phase II Project
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that he had written a letter to Granite Northwest in regards to the unfinished Park area.  The letter informed Granite Northwest that if the park was not complete the Town of Naches would use the retainage to fix the park ourselves.  Needless to say the subcontractor will be out on Tuesday, August 11, 2009 to complete and the park area.    

	
	

	Clarifier
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that the hold up that we thought was the Department of Revenue was actually TTC Construction.  Evidentially the paperwork that the contractor was supposed to return to the Department of Revenue was not done so in a timely manner, thus the hold up on the clearance issue.  We are in hopes that this issue is resolved next month and the Town can then release retainage on the Clarifier Mechanism Project.      

	
	

	Water Valve Replacement
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that the project is now complete.  The Town went ahead and replaced two additional valves that were leaking significantly.      

	
	

	ARRA Road Project
	Adm. Ranger announced the construction phase of the project is to begin on August 17, 2009.  We were in hopes it would not interfere with school, but Columbia was unavailable to start earlier.  They are aware of the school schedule and the Sportsman Day’s Schedule.    

	
	

	Flashing Light Grant
	Adm. Ranger announced that the equipment for the flashing light school safety zone are here and installation will begin this week with completion by the time school starts.  

	
	

	Councilman Hawver’s Concern
	Councilman Hawver asked Adm. Ranger if the resurfacing project would be down to the dirt or would we have any sidewalks for the Sportsman Day’s Parade.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that the sidewalks were the first to be done in this project and that the road may not be done, but Columbia was very aware of both the school and Sportsman Day’s Schedules.

	
	

	Allan Rd Study
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that he would be contacting the three initial agencies that had participated in the Allan Road Study and ask if they would be willing to contribute the rest of the dedicated funds for the preliminary for the acceleration/deceleration and lighting phase of this project.  Adm. Ranger is also going to ask Congress for Grant monies to complete this project.      

	
	

	STP Funds
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that the STP funds would be available to us in 2010.  These funds would finish up Naches Avenue, and 3rd to Tieton Avenue.  This project would include Water Valve and service line replacements and sidewalks and overlay pavement.  

	
	

	Penny Avenue
	Adm. Ranger will be looking to the legislature for funding to complete this particular project.  With the ARRA monies we will be completing the right of way for Penny Avenue so this should open up more funding options for this project.

	
	

	Allan Road Utilities
	Adm. Ranger would like Council’s approval to obtain a PWTF Grant in the amount of Approximately $500,000 for water/sewer to extend to Allan Road.  Adm. Ranger would also like to apply for the SIED money in the same dollar amount of $500,000 to complete the project.  Adm. Ranger is meeting with Allan Bros. and Jim Garner the primary land owners to discuss their needs.  Obtaining these funds would be no financial obligation to the Town of Naches.  Adm. Ranger is thinking this would be a prime spot for a grocery store of some kind.  In order to get fire flow to that area, we would have to go back to Shafer Avenue for the water/sewer lines and we would also have to install a lift station.  Adm. Ranger also informed Council that we would have to ask Yakima County’s permission to place these utilities in the right of way since the property is leased.  

	
	

	Vouchers
	Council Reviewed the Vouchers as presented.  Clerk Luke went over the Vouchers since they were unavailable until tonight.  Clerk Luke went over the Vouchers that were normally not paid or were a bit higher than normal.  Some of those vouchers included Baer testing which was a company who came in and performed compaction tests for the road cuts that were made and repacked.  David Walker was the contractor for the Water Valve Replacement Project.  There were various payments to HD Fowler the biggest invoice was for Well #1 replacement.  There were various payments to Huibregtse Louman & Associates for several different projects.  Clerk Luke also informed Council that the State Retirement contributions for both Employer and Employee have gone down.  This should result in about an $800.00 per month savings to the Town on benefits.          

	
	

	Animal Ordinance Discussion
	Mayor Wolfe asked Council and Members of the Audience if they would like to discuss the Ordinances that are before Council tonight.  Council agreed that it would be a good idea to discuss them now.  Mayor Wolfe asked Attorney Watkins to go over the grandfather clause to eliminate the confusion for Council.  
Attorney Watkins informed Council that the current grandfather clause states that anyone currently can keep whatever it is they have, but if the animals expire or the property changes hands then they cannot replace or have livestock of any kind.  

Council then began to discuss the options of when an animal expires then maybe they should be allowed to replace.  Councilman Carney was interested in seeing the parcel size in the actual ordinance.  Councilmember Harris was concerned with the fact that if an animal expires or if a person who owns these animals expires the people who inherit the animals would not be allowed to continue to raise them.  Councilman Hawver did not like the parcel size in the ordinance.  Councilman Hawver would like to eliminate raising animals for slaughter, but Ms. Harris does not slaughter her animals, she raises them to show.  

Jean Harris of 38 Orchard St addressed the Council.  Ms. Harris informed Council that anyone could have a home rabbit tree in good working order and you would never know that the animals were there.  Ms. Harris believes that limiting the number of animals is not the way to go.  Councilwoman Carrell is against the mess and set up and wanted Ms. Harris to know that something needed to be done to this Ordinance that was drafted in 1921.  Councilwoman Carrell informed Ms. Harris that Naches was not a farming community anymore and she was not interested in livestock within the town limits.  Ms. Harris informed Council that Seattle and some of the bigger cities didn’t have strict ordinances against animals such as our proposed ordinance.  Councilwoman Carrell informed Ms. Harris that she was not concerned about Seattle or any of the other cities, she was concerned with Naches.  

Mayor Wolfe informed the audience that the time was up, we had gone over the scheduled study session time and that we needed to adjorn the meeting.  

Councilman Hawver informed the audience that he was very appreciative of all of their comments and concerns and requested that they send something to the Council in writing so that they can somehow incorporate their ideas into the new ordinance.  Councilman Hawver also informed the audience members that Council has been discussing this particular ordinance for at least 3 or 4 months and he is excited to finally have some input from the public.  He thinks it would be very alarming if you can have a stable of horses right next to you in the Town of Naches.  

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
	Council reviewed the July 2009 monthly treasurer’s report.

	
	

	Adjourn
	With no further business to discuss at the Council Study Session, Mayor Wolfe closed the meeting at 7:07 PM


__________________________________

_______________________________

Eric Wolfe, Mayor




Tanya J. Luke, Clerk-Treasurer
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