TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES

FEBRUARY 9, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor, Eric Wolfe, Council Members, Michelle Carrell, Gayle Lloyd Wayne Hawver and Rick Carney.

	Absent:
	Councilman Charles Harris with an excused absence. 

	Also Present:
	Adm. Jeff Ranger, Attorney Sara Watkins and Clerk-Treasurer Tanya J. Luke.


Review Consent Agenda Items

Council reviewed the consent agenda as presented. 
Staff Report
Adm. Ranger informed Council that the security system has now been installed at the Depot Building.  Adm. Ranger is also working with the Chamber on Staffing and Materials for their open season from Memorial Day to Labor Day for the Depot.  An intern from Central is trying to be obtained for about 6-8 weeks.    
Adm. Ranger is working on the lighting for the trail project.  Lighting for the Depot took so long to obtain that he is starting early on the trail lighting so that it is surely here before they begin paving in the spring time.  
Adm. Ranger announced that he is still trying to work with Yakima County and the State Department of Transportation in order to get the rails cleaned up and removed from the Trail.  

Clarifier

Work will resume on the Clarifier as Weather permits.
Business Opportunities

Adm. Ranger is working with several different businesses’ in order to promote and obtain new business within the Town of Naches.  These discussions are still underway so Adm. Ranger is unable to divulge who the discussions are taking place with at this time.   
The Chinook Scenic Byways Committee is going to be attending a National Geographic meeting in hopes of placing a highlight in the National Magazine.  Adm. Ranger plans on placing information on the Town of Naches in the highlighted article if the Committee is granted advertising space. 
Toni Nelson, Small Cities Specialist for the Auditor’s Office has had to reschedule her training session with Clerk-Treasurer Luke from March 5, 2009 to April 28, 2009.  Clerk Luke is asking Council to grant permission to change the closure date of Town Hall.  Toni will also be in town tomorrow afternoon for a short period of time in order to help with a few questions.  
Clerk Luke has competed the end of year process and will now turn to the USDA Annual Report and the Annual Report for the Auditor’s office.  

Adm. Ranger has provided the Depot as a training spot for the 2010 Census.  The training will occur one day, on Wednesday, April 8, 2009 and all week on April 13, 2009-April 17, 2009.  This training is for the entire area, not just Naches.  

Adm. Ranger has been working on a short Plat on the Olsen property that was recently annexed into the Town of Naches.  The Olsen’s want to divide the land into three parcels instead of just the one big parcel.  

Adm. Ranger informed Council that Public Works has been busy with Spring Clean-up.  Public Works Foreman Davis is busy with well head protection.  The crew has also been repairing equipment that has been in need for a while.  Public Works will be attending the Evergreen Rural Water Conference for the remainder of the week, here in Yakima.  

Councilwoman Carrell asked Adm. Ranger about the rail removal and where the County was on that?  Adm. Ranger said he is going to give Yakima County about another week and then will be pressing them for some answers.  

Councilwoman Lloyd asked about the Naches Chinook Center letter in the FYI section of the packet.  Adm. Ranger and Attorney Watkins both confirmed that they are asking for the Town’s help or approval on letting them use the current drain field, but this is a Health District Issue, not a Town issue.  

Councilwoman Carrell also asked about the surveying pins at some of the property on Orchard St.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that this was the wrap up of the Depot Project.  The final survey has found that some property will have to be reviewed by Yakima County as property owners have not built on their actual property.  This surveying was also done in conjunction with the anticipation of Penny Ave being re-developed.  
Councilwoman Carrell again asked about the Ordinance review.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that Attorney Watkins did have one of the Ordinances competed, but had to go over the information with Adm. Ranger.  They would like to have several to bring to Council’s attention, so they will be waiting until next month to present anything to Council.

Councilwoman Carrell also asked about the lighting in Town and if we were any closer to finding a solution to any of that.  Adm. Ranger informed Councilwoman Carrell that the lighting had been fixed as far as he was aware.  Clerk Luke also informed Council that there was a request on the website asking for light information from citizens in town.  There was also a direct link to Pacific Power in order to fill out a street light outage report.  
Audience participant Donna Kime asked if anyone ever noticed how dim the light at the corner of Third and Naches Ave was, is there a possibility it could be replaced with a brighter light?

Councilman Hawver asked if there was anything that could be done with the old art deco building.  The building is in pretty poor condition and needs to be torn down or redone.  Adm. Ranger agreed and thought that it would take more than $2,000 so it will be something we can take a look at placing in the 2010 budget.  As far as advertising or some other sort of function for the building, Adm. Ranger is open for suggestions; he too agrees it is a waste of a building.  Something needs to be done.  

Website
Adm. Ranger informed Council that the website had been launched.  Clerk Luke informed Council that it would be updated monthly so if there was anything that Council wanted added to the site or updated, please let Clerk Luke know and she would have the web developer address those issues.   

.   
Review Vouchers

Council reviewed the February vouchers presented for approval.  
Treasurer’s Report

Council reviewed the December 2008 and January 2009 monthly treasurer’s report.  
The Study Session was closed at 7:00 p.m.

Eric R. Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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