TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES

August 11, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Eric Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor Eric R. Wolfe, Council Members, Michelle Carrell, Gayle Lloyd Chuck Harris and Rick Carney.

	Absent:
	Council Member Rhonda Schab with an excused absence.  

	Also Present:
	Adm. Jeff Ranger, Attorney Sara Watkins and Clerk Tanya Luke. 


Review Consent Agenda Items

Council reviewed the consent agenda as presented.

Staff Report
Adm. Ranger reported to Mayor and Council that Huibregtse Louman & Associates had sent off a letter to Mr. Stuart Stephens in regards to the tax exemption for the Depot Project.  Adm. Ranger had first believed it would be an eight to nine thousand dollar refund, but it turns out it is $16,315.60 a little more than what we anticipated.  The Notice of Completion was sent to the Department of Revenue on Monday, August 11, 2008.  We should be hearing back from the Department within two-three weeks of their decision.  
Adm. Ranger informed Council that on Wednesday, July 23, 2008 the small cities specialist, Mrs. Toni Nelson was here to help Clerk-Luke with her annual report.  The pass through monies the Town acquired in order to get Oak Creek Ace here in Town slipped us into a single audit requirement.  Adm. Ranger explained to Council that this single audit will be focusing on the Depot project because this source is where most of our monies came from.  Clerk Luke also added for Council’s information that an extension had been requested from the Department of Transportation in Baltimore, MD.  Since that request has been placed the auditor’s have arrived and are now conducting their audit, so the town should be in good shape and our reports to the feds should arrive on time.  
Adm. Ranger informed Council that the Chamber held a meeting requesting volunteers to staff the Depot.  At this time the Chamber plans on opening up the Depot on Friday, Saturday and Sunday now through Labor Day at least.  The plan is to have the Depot open seven days a week next year.  Staff has also included in the Council Packets the proposed contract with the Naches Chamber of Commerce.  

Naches Depot & Trail Phase II

The Yakima Greenway will be meeting with the Recreational Conservation Organization, on Wednesday, August 13, 2008 to request the completion of the path from 40th Avenue to Suntides.  This is the first phase in the Greenway’s project.  Adm. Ranger wants Council to know that the Greenway has now begun their part of the process. The Town is about 90% complete with Bid Packets for Phase II of the trail project here in the Town of Naches.  

Yakima County has still reassured us that they will be removing the rail line in order for the Town to start their pathway project.  A solid date has not yet been given to us.  

Allan Rd Study
Huibregtse Louman is still working on the Allan Rd Project and we have no word on a completion date.  

SIED Grants

Adm. Ranger has been working closely with our engineers and some of the private citizens here in town in regards to a SIED grant/loan for the Town.  SIED monies would be to provide water & sewer infrastructure to the newly annexed areas of Town and areas of Town that are within our Urban Growth Boundary.  The private individuals are really not interested but the issue is still being worked on at this time for SIED Grant monies. 

Adm. Ranger had come to Council last year and thought that when Yakima County was re-surfacing Hwy. 12 this year that the Town would also be able to resurface a few trouble areas along the highway at the same time.  Adm. Ranger was informed that their were no funds for this pavement preservation project and resurfacing would begin next April.

Adm. Ranger informed Council that the Planning Commission has been working on adding a Planned Residential Developments section to the code.  The thought would be to use this area for seniors as the town grows.  The housing for these areas is a little denser and the Planning Commission would just like to be a little more ahead of the game.  
Huibregtse Louman is about ready to go out for bid on the mechanism and coating for the old clarifier.  Council will be given the information when the time comes.

Clerk Luke informed the Council that the small cities specialist had come to help with some concerns with the 2006 Annual Report that had already been submitted to the Auditor’s Office.  Upon Mrs. Nelson’s review there were also corrections that needed to be addressed in the 2007 Annual Report that had also been sent to the Auditor’s Office.  Clerk Luke informed Council that the Schedule #4 of the Water/Sewer Fund had to be adjusted by $10.00 and it was considered an over/short adjustment.  The Warrants from the 2005 Schedule 7 should have matched the beginning balance of the 2006 Schedule, but it was off about $4,990.  The Depot Project was also added to the Schedule 16 of our report.  The adjustments for 2007 were corrected cash in the water/sewer ending balance; somehow I had investments that were included in this figure when they should not have.  Added notes to the financial statements that due to the confusion on the pass through grant/loan it threw us into the need for a single audit and also over expended our current expense fund.  We then added the CTED funds for Ace Hardware to Current Expense and took them out of the Treasurer’s Fiduciary Fund.  We added the CTED Grant to the Schedule 16 and also changed the Depot Description on this particular schedule to match the CFDA number.  Notes were also corrected and added for the Federal funding portion.  

Apple Loop-Irrigation

Adm. Ranger informed Council that there had been irrigation issues out at the new development and they are hoping it has been fixed by Aklund Pump.  

Campbell and Stanton from Public Works have been busy re-striping the Town, so if you notice the crosswalks again it is their doing.  

Recycle Bins have been moved from the Orchard Street location and placed at the Sewer Treatment Plant.  This attempt is a last chance so to speak.  Citizens of the town have really abused this privilege and place junk that does not belong there along side of these bins.  If Town employees spend too much time cleaning these bins up, they will be removed permantely.  The bins are now only accessible Monday – Friday from 7:00 AM-3:30 PM.    

Review Vouchers

Council reviewed the August vouchers presented for approval.  Clerk Luke informed Council that the over time for the Sheriff’s office was included in the A/P run along with several re-issued warrants for Am-San.  A check was also reissued to Harris Office for the Chairs for the Depot.  A check had been issued last month but was overpaid because of an incorrect invoice, so it was sent back and a correct one was reissued this time.  
Review Treasurer’s Monthly Report

Council reviewed the July Treasurer’s report.  Clerk Luke also informed Council that Adm. Ranger noticed that when final reports were ran for July the 403 Fund or the SIED Fund was in the red $1,467.47.  I looked into the fund a little closer and found that when giving Many’s a pay off for their loan, I had ran a history of the account and looked at the notes included in that history to include payments up through May 2007.  In all actuality they had only paid through March of 2007, so the pay off quote was short by two months worth of payments.  I have written a letter to Mr. Rolland Many and wanted Council to know that he was not going to be very happy with me or the Town, but that they needed to know that he would probably be paying us a visit.  
Mayor Wolfe then asked Council if they were missing page 2 of their Ordinance 639.  Clerk Luke made copies of page two of the ordinance and handed it out to all of the Council members.  

The Study Session was closed at 6:47 p.m.

Eric R. Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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