TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES

March 10, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Eric Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor Eric R. Wolfe, Council Members, Michelle Carrell, Gayle Lloyd, Rick Carney, Chuck Harris and Rhonda Schab.

	Absent:
	

	Also Present:
	Administrator Jeff Ranger, Attorney Sara Watkins, and Clerk Tanya J. Luke.


Review Consent Agenda Items

Council reviewed the consent agenda as presented.

Staff Report

Naches Depot and Trail -
Change Order #10 - Adm. Ranger checked with the Auditor's Office and Municipal Research about Change Order #10, we have been advised that since it was included in the original bid and is over the original bid we can go ahead and proceed with this change order for the remainder of the parking lot at the depot.

Dept. of Revenue Sales Tax - Adm. Ranger is in the process of trying to get back somewhere in the amount of $9,000 for sales tax from the Department of Revenue that we have paid on the paving that was done on the depot street, as we should have only been charged tax on the materials.  

Town provide drainage for gutters- 
Naches Trail Funding - The funding packet is still in the house and senate we could be doing the trail portion in July if the funding stays in tact.

Lease Land Clean up –Attorney Watkins sent letters to the Lessor, Mrs. Kim Olson and the Lessee, Mr. Buz Gosnell and the clean up should be done by the 17th of March in the lot next door to the depot project.  
Accident/Contractor Responsibility –An accident occurred on March 4, 2008 at the new Depot Project.  An automobile struck the projects patio retaining wall, thus causing damage to the curb, sidewalk, and retaining wall, knocked a section of the hand railing and bent a street light.  The Town of Naches contracted with Stephens and Sons for construction of a new facility and will not accept a patched product in place of new work.  
Allan Interchange

Design- Huibregtse Louman is working on a design for the Allan Road Interchange.  The Town of Naches does not anticipate any more information being available for at least 90 days. 

Garbage and Yard Waste –Adm. Ranger informed Council that Public Works has been hauling off the piled yard waste from the treatment plant to Caton's land fill and we are expecting it to run us a little over $2,000 for dump fees when the job has been completed.  Due to the fact that the town is no longer able to burn any of the debris that is collected from Yard Waste pick-up, Adm. Ranger met with Scott Robinson of Yakima Waste and asked if he would be willing to start a Yard Waste Program here in Naches.  Mr. Robinson left samples of a Yard Waste container and a smaller garbage container that the company will be switching to in a matter of months.  If the Town agrees to sign on for another five year contract, Yakima Waste would like to go to the new cans.  The Yard Waste would be a trial basis until enough patrons signed on for the program.  Adm. Ranger explained to Council that there would be three different sizes of garbage cans to choose from and one size for the yard waste.  Garbage would continue to be picked up once per week and Yard Waste would be picked up every other week.  Adm. Ranger wanted to remind Council and the audience members that Yard Waste is currently allowed to go into the regular garbage can if you so choose to do so.  If the town accepts the new cans that the garbage company has to offer, we will be paying approximately $1.00 more for the cans and there will also be an additional charge of approximately $5.00 per month for the Yard Waste pick-up.  Mr. Robinson is willing to do a trial run for a minimum of three months on the Yard Waste Program.  If we can get 50 people to try this program they will not charge us for three month trial period.  Adm. Ranger reminded Council that Yard Waste Pick-up in the Town of Naches is far from free, there are many costs associated with this service and we are interrupting other services by providing this service.  Councilwoman Carrell asked for clarification, she wanted to make sure that it would only be one entity to pick up garbage and yard waste.  Councilman Carney informed Council members that he used the yard waste service in Vancouver and was very impressed with the service.  It keeps the bags out of site.  If we sign a five year contract it should not be a burden to the town's people.  Garbage and Yard Waste will be totally separate with separate cans.  Each individual will pay for size of can they choose and yard waste if they so choose.  Adm. Ranger will have Mr. Robinson from Yakima Waste come out and discuss garbage service and yard waste further with Council.  
Mrs. Donna Kime has lived in Naches for 20 years and did not know we were allowed 4 garbage cans. Mrs. Kime says she can fill up this yard waste can in about an hour.  Adm. Ranger informed Mrs. Kime and Council that this will not be the answer for some residents and we should remember that there may be items that we may need to haul off, but the Town cannot continue to provide this service, it has really impacted us financially this year and is cutting into other services.  

Hunter sewer/disconnected to collection –A sewer disconnect was installed at the William Hunter residence due to non-payment and the bill along with the costs for parts and labor were forwarded onto YCCS Collection Agency.
Critical Areas and Shoreline Master Plan –The Town of Naches as well as other Town’s and Cities in Yakima County have been working with Yakima County for about 3-4 years and we are now out of compliance.  The critical areas are ...do we adopt something that we know will be changed on our Critical Areas and Shoreline Master Plan.  The Town of Naches does not have to adopt a critical areas ordinance until 2013.  Adm. Ranger is just informing you that none of the other jurisdictions nor does the Town of Naches has a good feeling on how to handle this.  Lots of other communities are in the same position.  What the county has adopted is not going to be good for the Town of Naches.  There is a problem, but Adm. Ranger cannot give you a solution.  Adm. Ranger and Planner Hordan will go through the rules and policies and may ask Council to adopt those and not the ordinance.  Mayor Wolfe does not believe we need to re-create the wheel.  Attorney Watkins thinks there will be some major changes in the document because of the many different entities that have appealed it.  At this point it is just an FYI so that Council is aware of what is going on. 
Census (OFM) March 8-April 18 -Adm. Ranger is trying to take care of census himself.  If push comes to shove he may ask that Council members help with their neighbors.
Finished Federal -Adm. Ranger finished the mapping and has sent them in for review for the Federal Census.
Yak. Co High Speed Internet with 3/10% funds –Adm. Ranger informed Council that we are still waiting for one more equipment order.  Yakima County will then come out to program and Knobel Electric will come out and install all of the equipment.
Website-We are still waiting on the High Speed Internet in order to complete this process.
Special Development Chapter to Comp Plan-Adm. Ranger informed Council that he has not been able to have a Planning Commission meeting for the last two months in order to get this chapter off the ground.  
Destination Positioning Project, (3-14 at 1:00 PM Town Hall)-Adm. Ranger informed Council that this was a group headed by John Cooper, the Director of the Yakima Valley Visitor and Convention Bureau.  The purpose for the meeting is to find a common theme throughout the Valley.
Clarifier Bid (Mechanism and Coating)-Adm. Ranger is still working with Huibregtse Louman and Associates on this particular item.

Naches Trail Phase II-Adm. Ranger informed Council that this bill had one more week in the legislature before we knew for sure about funding.
Annual Report with State Auditor-Clerk Luke informed Council that Toni Nelson, the Small Cities Specialist from the State Auditor’s Office had been here on Thursday, March 6, 2008 and helped with questions and the starting of the annual report.  Clerk Luke will be attending a class being held by Mrs. Nelson and will be able to touch basis with her in regards to any questions she may have in regards to the annual report.
Public Works
Installation of Radio Read Meters-Adm. Ranger informed Council that 90% of the radio reads had been installed and we should have the town complete by the time meters are read at the end of the month.
Review Vouchers

Council reviewed the March vouchers presented for approval.

Review Treasurer’s Monthly Report

Council reviewed the February Treasurer’s report.

The Study Session was closed at 7:00 p.m.

Eric R. Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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