TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES

November 10, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor, Eric Wolfe, Council Members, Michelle Carrell, Gayle Lloyd Chuck Harris, Wayne Hawver and Rick Carney.

	Absent:
	

	Also Present:
	Adm. Jeff Ranger, Attorney Sara Watkins, and Clerk Tanya J. Luke 


Review Consent Agenda Items

Council reviewed the consent agenda as presented.  Clerk Luke reminded Council that the Progress Estimate 1 for Granite Northwest was not included in the vouchers, as it needed Council approval before being processed.  
Staff Report
Adm. Ranger informed Council that there were a few more things left on the Depot Project which were the gutters, banners and the security system.  The Town has received a grant from AWC for a portion of the security system.  Adm. Ranger would like to finish up these tasks by the end of the year so that we can be completely done with the building project.      
The Trail Project has slowed down because of the wet weather we have been having.  Granite is set to close their plant down for the winter by Thanksgiving, so Adm. Ranger is hoping for good weather up until then in order to at least get the path done this year.  Park furniture had been rejected during the first try; Adm. Ranger is having Sherry Brockway, with Brockway Opfher and Raab help with design. 
Clarifier

The Town of Naches had bid openings on Friday, November 7, 2008 at Town Hall and awarded T.T.C. Construction the rebuild contract on the clarifier rebuild.  T.T.C was the only bid that was presented.  Adm. Ranger refreshed Council’s mind as to the last Council meeting they had approved the purchase of a arm from the City of Moxee, this arm is being modified to fit our clarifier and the rebuild will continue.  

Budget
Adm. Ranger, Clerk Luke, and Engineer Pooler had made some significant changes to the Budget, but will have to discuss it with Council and get a copy to them at a later date because the computers are down and copies were not available at this time.
FEMA

Department of Ecology is planning to hold a meeting at Town Hall on Wednesday, November 12, 2008 to discuss the changes that have been made to the flood plain.  Adm. Ranger encourages anyone from the community who has property in these areas to attend Wednesday night’s meeting from 6:30-8:30.   

Public Works
Adm. Ranger informed Council that the Town currently hauls off their waste with an agreement with Natural Selections for one time per year.  The Department of Ecology may start hauling off the waste for free.  We are currently in discussions with the Department now and will notify Council of the decision.  

Winter preparation has begun, the irrigation lines have been blown out and meters are being insulated.  Supplies for the winter months are being purchased and Public Works is gearing up for snow removal.

Adm. Ranger informed Council that Mr. Dan Cypher had taken it upon himself to obtain a grant for the old school zone signs.  Mr. Cypher has now delivered the new signs to Town Hall and they are a bright reflective yellow.  

The signs for Adam Rangers senior project are now in and Public Works will be busy installing them within the next couple of weeks.  
 Council Woman Carrell asked Adm. Ranger when the railroad ties would be removed.  Adm. Ranger informed Council Woman Carrell and the other Council Members that it would probably be early spring before the County awarded their salvage contract.  Council Woman Carrell thought that Granite had done a terrible job and thought they would have made it look much nicer than what it currently does.

Clerk Luke informed Council that the assessed value or what the Town of Naches was worth land wise as a whole, went from about 42 million to about 49 million, this would only bring the Town addition revenues of about $3,200.  Adm. Ranger then commented on the Council may want to someday look at annexing the library into the regional library system and the fire department into the town so that they would then be able to have commissioners.  The Town of Naches will not see the increased revenues due to the fact that the payments to both Fire and Library will take this increase in revenues.

Review Vouchers

Council reviewed the November vouchers presented for approval.  Clerk Luke reminded Council that the warrant for the Depot Project Phase II was not included in the vouchers.  It would have to be approved for payment separately when the Resolution was passed.  Clerk Luke also wanted to remind Council that the payment for the Fire Department and the Library are in this month’s vouchers, and that is why the slight increase in expenditures.

Councilman Hawver wanted to comment Adm. Ranger on the Naches Trail Project.  He sees Jeff out there walking the trail all of the time including weekends.  Councilman Hawver feels this is quite a cue for the Town of Naches and looks forward to the finished product.  Councilman Hawver also wanted to remind his fellow councilmember’s that the winter months always slow down construction projects to a crawl so do not get discouraged.      
Review Treasurer’s Monthly Report

Council reviewed the October Treasurer’s report.  

Mr. Dennis Carrell of 306 Tieton Ave wanted Mayor and Council to discuss the meat cutter ordeal.  Mayor Wolfe asked what Mr. Carrell meant about the question?  Mr. Carrell wanted to know why the meat cutter was not allowed to keep the refrigerated truck outside of his business.  Mayor Wolfe explained to Mr. Carrell that a variance or conditional use was not come in and applied for, and that Mr. Stevenson is aware of the rules and regulations and had been warned about this same thing several years ago.  Mr. Carrell informed Mayor Wolfe that the guy was just trying to run a business.  Mayor Wolfe then again explained to Mr. Carrell that there were a number of violations that were encountered and that the enforcement of those violations was justified.  Mr. Carrell feels the Town Council is just trying to run off businesses.
The Study Session was closed at 6:55 p.m.

Eric R. Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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