TOWN OF NACHES COUNCIL MINUTES

June 9, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Eric Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor Eric Wolfe, Council members Michelle Carrell, Gayle Lloyd and Rick Carney.

	Absent:
	Council Members Chuck Harris and Rhonda Schab with an excused absence.

	Also Present:
	Administrator Jeff Ranger, Attorney Sara Watkins and Clerk Tanya J. Luke.


Mayor Eric Wolfe led the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed the audience.  

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

Councilwoman Lloyd moved to approve the agenda with the addition of Mr. Elliot Baker speaking in regards to a community wide event planned for July 5, 2008 under New Business item F, Councilmember Carney seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
APPROVE AGENDA

Councilwoman Carroll moved seconded by Councilwoman Lloyd to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilwoman Carrell moved, seconded by Councilwoman Lloyd to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

1. Approve minutes of 5/12/08 Council Study Session.

2. Approve minutes of 5/12/08 Regular Council Meeting.

3. Approve Claim Warrants #11385-11426 in the total amount of $65,873.06 dated through June 9, 2008.
4. Approve Payroll Warrants 4171-4189 in the total amount of $25,598.96 dated through May 31, 2008.  

REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chairman Hawver addressed the Council.  Ms. Hawver informed Council that the Planning Commission had finally met on Monday, June 2, 2008.  A public hearing was conducted on the Shoreline Master Plan and no one stepped forward with any public comments at that time, so the public hearing was closed.  The Planning Commission chose to recommend to Council the Findings of Fact so that Adm. Ranger and Planner Hordan are able to draft an ordinance specific to the Town of Naches needs.  Chairman Hawver also informed Council that the commission discussed Common wall units and asked Planner Hordan to put together some information on these types of units for their next meeting.  

Srgt. Hendrickson apologized for Lt. Winter not being available for tonight’s Council meeting.  Srgt. Hendrickson handed out the calls for service for the month of May.  Calls are up from the previous month, but that is to be expected with the summer months upon us.  The request for extra officers on patrol in our area has been scheduled for July 3rd and 4th.  
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Adm. Ranger informed Council that we would be conducting an Open Public Hearing on our 6 year TIP for 2009-2014.  This is an annual hearing for all of our road projects for the upcoming year.  If these projects are not on your TIP then there is no Federal or State Funding made available for you.  The TIP is mainly a prioritization of your road projects.  Yakima Valley Conference of Governments is in charge of collecting all projects county wide and places them together for funding.  

Mayor Wolfe opened the public hearing at 7:11 PM.  There being no public comment heard, the public hearing was closed at 7:11 PM.

Planner Hordan informed Council that the Planning Commission had accepted the Findings of Fact for the Yakima Regional Shoreline Master program at their last meeting and forwarded onto the Council for their approval.  The Town of Naches is currently required to plan under this current program which was adopted in 1974.  The Town of Naches and surrounding cities within Yakima County have been working with the County to update the current plan.  Initially all of the surrounding communities will be foregoing under the same rules and regulations.  As part of the adoption under the regional plan the State also allows us to adopt the public hearings and anything that dealt with the public comments to help formulate this document.  This regional approach is a lot simpler.  One of the benefits that we have is that we are in an early phase of this update so the mandated update would not have to be re-done until 2020.  Any rules and regulations that come down between now and then, we will not have to adopt until the mandated update in 2020.  Planner Hordan informed Council that the final ordinance should be available at the next council meeting.  Councilwoman Carrell asked Planner Hordan who would be making the changes to the plan.  Planner Hordan informed Councilwoman Carrell that himself and Adm. Ranger would be going over the plan and changing names and it would pretty much be adopted pretty darn close to what they had in front of them.  

Mayor Wolfe opened the public hearing at 7:18 PM.  There being no public comment heard, the public hearing was closed at 7:18 PM.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Naches Depot Trail Project

Adm. Ranger informed Council that he expected to conduct a soft opening on Friday, June 20, 2008.  The project should be completed by the end of the week and final monies and paperwork would take at least an additional 60 days.  

Adm. Ranger informed Council that he had applied and been awarded a loss control grant for a security system for the depot and several other town buildings.  The grant was in the amount of $1000.00.   
Naches Depot & Trail Project Phase II
The Naches Depot and Trail Project Phase II will soon be underway hopefully in late August.  Adm. Ranger is currently discussing with Yakima County what the schedule is for demolition of the rail system and has not received any calls back from any of the Commissioners or Gary Ekstedt. 

Dan Hessi with Huibregtse Louman & Associates has completed the Allan Rd Study and it should be brought to Council at next month’s meeting.

Adm. Ranger is working with Attorney Watkins to bring to council the finished agreements with the Naches Chamber and Yakima County for next month’s council meeting.       

NEW BUSINESS

Closure of Town Hall on July 23, 2008 for Training
Clerk-Treasurer Luke requested Council allow her to close town hall in order to have Toni Nelson with the State Auditor’s Office come in and help with some training.  Councilman Carney made the motion to close Town Hall on Wednesday, July 23, 2008 for Training, Councilwoman Lloyd seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Special Occasion Liquor License-Upper Valley Sports & Recreation Assoc.
Councilman Carney moved to approve the Special Occasion Liquor License for Upper Valley Sports and Recreation Assoc., Councilwoman Lloyd seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Agreement with Yakima Waste for the 5 yr. Extension
Adm. Ranger explained to Council that when we passed the new garbage ordinance we inadvertently left out the 5 yr. extension on the contract.  The approval of the resolution would fix the error.
Shoreline Master Plan-Findings of Facts
Councilwoman Lloyd made a motion to accept the finding of fact for the Shoreline Master Plan, Councilwoman Carrell seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Sunshine Lions Request to Approve Fireworks Permit

Councilwoman Lloyd moved to approve the Sunshine Lions to sell their fireworks at the Cleman’s View Sports Complex, July 3rd and 4th, Councilwoman Carrell seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
July 5th Community Celebration-presented by Mr. Elliott Baker

Mayor Wolfe asked Mr. Baker to inform the Council of what it was he was proposing and what it is he expects from Council.  Mr. Elliott Baker thanked the Council, Staff and audience members for attending the meeting.  Mr. Baker informed the Council that he had come before them about a month ago in regards to a possibility of a closure of the downtown business core.  Mr. Baker had some charities that he had talked about at that time for possible donations, but since that time the charities that would have benefited have changed.  The downtown celebration committee has decided that all proceeds will now go to Camp Primetime and the Naches Athletics.  Mr. Baker informed Council that he was here with his hat in his hand because he has never done this before and does not know protocol and admits to not being in tune with the political part of this process.  The downtown business’s sat out on the right path to do the right things for the business community and or a great charity.  As it turns out they were not in tune with the political side of it and all of the things they needed to do on the political side of it, they kind of got the cart before the horse.  The downtown businesses have invited some great organizations to join them in this cause.  In doing so they reached out their hands to the business community and have asked them for donations to help support the event and help support the advertising.  In general this is going to bring the downtown business core and the highway business core together.  They are trying to take those two corridors and merge them as one.  They are trying to do what the depot project is trying to do and that is take people off the highway and invite these people into town through advertising and promotion and those are people who will come back.  Anyone crossing over that pass will now know that there is a downtown business core.  This business core generates tax revenue, the more dollars I generate in my business as well as all of the other businesses in this town the more dollars are generated for this community.  The only changes that have come into play really are the general support.  We have a number of church members affiliated and associated who have come to our meetings who want to be apart of this and the business district in general initially was a dozen or so when we first met and know it is nearly every business.  These businesses are also contributing dollars and merchandise to be auctioned off and raffled off so that all of the proceeds can go to the chosen charities.  Mr. Baker just wanted to remind Council that this is supposed to be a positive event and he would ask to have council’s blessing to have this event.  Mr. Baker also asked Council for a little bit of grace, for the simple fact that they are pretty much all new business leaders that started this thing and they do not understand protocol and are looking for forgiveness on that aspect.  Mr. Baker informed Council that if you build it they will come and he thinks that they can show that they can hold this event and do it on an annual event and it will draw good people and community support.  Mr. Baker asked Council if they had any questions.    

Councilwoman Carrell asked Mr. Baker what he meant when he said they would be supporting the Naches Athletics, which athletics was the specific question.  Mr. Baker informed Councilwoman Carrell it was the Naches High School Athletics.  Councilwoman Carrell asked Mr. Baker if he had contacted the Naches High School Athletics and he said no, he had not.  Councilwoman Carrell informed Mr. Baker that if you are using fundraising for an event with somebody’s name on it you had better get their permission.  

Councilman Carney asked what other charities turned them down?  Mr. Baker then informed Council that they would not be supporting the Naches Fire Department because they declined the donation as they were seeking grant monies to build a new firehouse.  

Councilwoman Lloyd asked Mr. Baker if he had all of the sponsorship in writing.  Mr. Baker informed Council that yes he did have all of their sponsorships in writing, every one of them.  Councilwoman Carrell asked if Mr. Baker was prepared to show that backing.  Mr. Baker did not have any paperwork available on hand to present to Council.  Councilwoman Carrell then asked about insurance and if they had looked into that aspect of it.  Mr. Baker informed Council that they had talked a lot about insurance in the last few days and he would again address the council on their own insurance they provide for community events.  Councilwoman Carrell asked Attorney Watkins what our insurance policy read and if that was even possible.  Attorney Watkins explained that AWC the City’s insurance carrier only covers general acts by city employees and town property.  The Town’s insurance would not cover something like this; the downtown business’s would need their own insurance.  Adm. Ranger also informed Council and the audience members that we cannot take public funds and apply them to a private venture.  Mr. Baker then asked if the Town owned the Cleman’s View Sports Complex.  Adm. Ranger informed Mr. Baker that the Town did not own the complex, that it was its own 501 (c) 3.  Mr. Baker then asked why as communities were we able to take fireworks there even though it’s not owned by the Town of Naches.  Mr. Baker then asked Adm. Ranger if that particular even was generating any tax dollars.  Adm. Ranger informed Mr. Baker and the audience not necessarily.  Mr. Baker informed Council that they are trying to make a donation to a non profit organization and in do so they have the ability to move the people who come to this event to nearly every business in this community.  In doing so they will generate tax dollars, they will generate sales and this comes back to the community.  We can put 10 million dollars into Cleman’s View Park into a non-profit organization and get nothing back for this community, and we can put that same 10 million dollars into sales and business services and you are receiving tax dollars for the Town of Naches.  There is a possibility if the only restraint to this is the umbrella policy of insurance, then we have been in contact with an insurance company and we have been in contact with Camp Prime Time and they have offered to extend their insurance for the benefit of the community based event if insurance is all that they need to get this thing off the ground and going.  Councilwoman Carrell informed Mr. Baker that he really needed to make an effort to go through the proper steps and insurance seemed to pose a big problem.  Mr. Baker then informed Council that one way or another they would get it done.  Mr. Baker asked if he could address one additional item.  He informed Council and the audience that this was an article from the Yakima Herald Republic, regarding the proceeds received for the construction of the depot project.  “Town Officials said most of the restoration will be paid for with about $700,000 worth of federal grants, but businesses must take care of themselves.  It would be nice to see the business community step up and become unified, do something about their image”, said Naches Town Administrator Jeff Ranger, it’s truly in their court to do so.  Mr. Baker informed Mayor and Council that that is what they are trying to do.   Mayor Wolfe asked Mr. Baker if he realized that there was an ordinance in place prohibiting the street closure.  Mr. Baker informed Mayor Wolfe that he was not aware of this particular ordinance.  Mr. Baker is aware of times in the past where the street has been closed for other functions.  Mr. Baker then expressed his concern about knowing what the negative effect of a one block closure in generating business would be.  Mayor Wolfe informed Mr. Baker that were a number of possibilities but you are asking us to shut down a major thoroughfare and there may be a lot of people who are unhappy if they found on Sunday that that street was closed.  Mayor Wolfe also informed Mr. Baker that there is a process and it should have started much sooner than it has.  The town’s interest will be for the security of the public and not violating any of our codes.  Mr. Baker informed Mayor Wolfe and Council that Yakima Country Sheriff’s Office and the Washington State Patrol had been notified of the event so safety would not be an issue.  Mr. Baker also informed Council that alcohol will not be served in the street, they are not looking to move alcohol outside of any of the businesses this is strictly a family event.  Lots of service and law enforcement people of have been invited to this event.  

Councilwoman Carrell asked what affect the Sportsman’s Day parade has on the community, is it because it’s such a small amount of time that it is not a big issue.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that street closure’s have to be published, detour’s made available and detailed plans along with the time involved.  There are a multitude of issues that need to be addressed.  Adm. Ranger feels that no one on the Council is against what is being planned, but it would have been nice if the business’s could have come in 6 months in advance and work through some issues.  

Councilman Carney asked when the street ordinance regarding closures was updated.  Attorney Watkins informed Council that it was updated in 1998, before that it had not been looked at since 1921.  

Kit Hawver from the audience asked for clarification on what the plan for this downtown celebration was.  Mr. Baker again addressed Council and the audience.  Mr. Baker informed Council and the audience that they are going to recognize our service personnel.  At 12 noon on that afternoon, they would like to rededicate and have a flag raising ceremony.  The masons have agreed to clear the lot next to the barber shop that has been an eye sore for quite a long time that is part of this.  We are going to get that flag pole back in service and Mr. Baker has personally purchased a very large flag for that pole specifically for that event.  A couple of different Celtic bands have been hired and will be playing the national anthem with bag pipes and drums with our service people surrounding them.  Mr. Baker just got notification from the Marines that their color guard will be here to represent the military services.  A number of bikers have been invited to have a show and shine and with talking with some of the other community business owners, they would like to have their mustang club come out as well.  Councilwoman Lloyd interrupted Mr. Baker and asked where all of these people were going to go.  All of these bikes and cars.  Mr. Baker said they will be lined up on both sides of the block, along with all of the people in Naches.  Mr. Baker informed Council that the churches are offering up parking at their locations for overflow parking.  It is Mr. Baker understands that the Depot will be completed by the 20th, which it is a public facility and therefore more overflow parking will be created.  Allan Bros. has given their approval to use their property for fireman water follies.  The Washington State Patrol is coming out with an information booth.  If we can’t close the street then we will have a whole bunch of entertainment that will be held in doors.  Mr. Baker finished by saying he understood there is a political process and he is asking for grace and that this is really for a greater cause.  It’s not about fighting or injustice or who wants this or that, we have set the wheels in motion to something that is great and his heart is in it along with many other people’s in this community and it is going to affect people for the greater cause and he can guarantee you that next year they will have their ducks in a row and it won’t get this far ahead.  In all honesty there are only certain aspects that Mr. Baker can stop at this point.  

Mr. Bob Northcott addressed council.  He just came to listen because he didn’t know all of the facts.  What he has heard is that his hat is in his hand and he will do anything to satisfy any of council’s stipulations.  In between the lines he heard him asking Council to waive the time requirement and Mr. Northcott believes it is a reasonable request and it can be done.  It would be a great benefit to the community and with all of the law enforcement that have been invited; he does not see where it would be a danger to the community.  

Mr. Shawn Withers and he lives in Terrace Heights, but he is the current treasurer for the Naches Masonic Lodge.  For his future education Mr. Withers asked Council what necessary steps were needed for approval say if they were to have started 5 months earlier.  Mayor Wolfe informed Mr. Withers that primarily it was the security, but the biggest problem now is the insurance.  A detour plan would also need to be thought out.  A public hearing would also need to be held to suspend the ordinance that does not allow street closures.  Adm. Ranger informed Mr. Withers that a detailed plan would be needed.  

Mr. Ted Schmelzer of 112 Cherry Lane felt like he had just dropped out of a space craft, he just heard of this, this afternoon.  First of all he wanted to tell the entire business owner’s in the room that they have his complete sympathy, he as been in business for over 40 years himself.  Most of those years have been as a developer and construction so he knows what red tape and bureaucracy is all about.  He also knows you have to follow all of the rules.  Mr. Schmelzer takes a back seat to nobody as long as the military is involved, he has had three honorable discharges, and he has great respect for what the military is doing now.  He sympathizes with the small business community and the trouble they have staying afloat, and he thinks this thing to him sounds better than apple pie, but it doesn’t sound that there isn’t much organization or planning.  Mr. Schmelzer thought there was no input as far as the public knowing what was going on.  Mr. Schmelzer would love to be involved in something like this if he would have known.  Mr. Schmelzer does feel this would have quite and impact on the community when you start shutting down streets.  There are just lots of things to consider.  

Mr. Baker wanted to address the organization or lack thereof, you are right we have not done the right things politically, but Marlene has done a wonderful job of advertising it for them in the Upper Valley Press, and right here in Town Hall someone has posted a flyer for it.  We have been invited by the folks who put on the Moxee hop festival, out to their meeting so that we can see how things are done.  They want to show them how to place people and control their event.  Mr. Baker informed Council that they will probably learn a little too late about the steps they should have taken, but we have been invited by a staff that knows exactly what they are doing.  Mr. Baker informed Council that if this does not get approved he would be back talking to Council about this again for next year.  

Mrs. Marlene Barsten addressed the council and informed them that yes, it was advertised in the Upper Valley Press.  She thanked Srgt. Kirby from the Army for all that he does.  The Drift Inn has also extended their fundraising efforts to Marilyn and Ernie Armstrong because of their need for some assistance.  

Mr. Curtis Faulkner asked if the event could take place without closing the street.  Mr. Baker informed the audience that yes, it could.  Mr. Faulkner then asked if liability insurance would be needed if the street were not closed.  Adm. Ranger then spoke up and informed Mr. Faulkner that if he understood him correctly the festivities would be taking place at the places of business and not out in the streets or sidewalks, then their own insurance would cover that event.  The Town has an ordinance in place that vendors are not allowed on sidewalks.  

Mr. Baker felt the question fell back on the town’s lap, as they issue a vagabond permit for anyone who wants to sell goods and merchandise in this community.  Adm. Ranger does not like to refer to it as a vagabond, it is a peddler’s permit and if they are on private property, they do have to get the property owner’s permission, but they do have to be on private property.  Mr. Baker then asked if a vendor wanted to sell goods and services on his sidewalk in front of his building, he is then liable for it.  Mayor Wolfe reiterated what Adm. Ranger just said, that it would be a violation of the code to have them on the sidewalk, they must be on private property, and the sidewalk is not private property.  
Mr. Baker then addressed some concerns that were expressed by him about the ABATE motorcycle group that he had personally invited.  If something goes wrong, then he is the one who is on the line.  They are not hell’s angels.  They are good stewards of the community; they leave a community like they found it.  When they see an opportunity where the service people are being represented, they want to support it.  Mr. Baker feels for safety and security reasons it would be better to close the street down and have a little bit of entertainment outside to keep the people in the business district.  We have talked to Mr. Thompson in regards to using his trolley to transport all of the people from the business district to all of the businesses out on the highway so that we can have a poker run.  The great thing about this is that we will have people walking into every business here in town.  For those that are out on the highway, Mr. Thompson’s insurance would cover those people being transported.  Working together with the businesses out on the highway, we want them to know we care about them out there; we also want them to care about us.  

Councilwoman Carrell informed Mr. Baker that what he was attempting to do was wonderful, she would like to see business owner’s and the town really get the business, she really thinks it’s a great idea, but she also thinks that it’s not a political thing its rules and you must follow procedure.  Councilwoman Carrell would have some concerns if he would come again next year and would like to see all of this documentation in writing, she wants Mr. Baker to be able to back up what it is he is saying.  Councilwoman Carrel works at school in the athletics department and has heard nothing about this fundraising event.  Councilwoman Carrell informed Mr. Baker that she feels the town should not have to cover insurance for an event put on by business owners.  Mr. Baker then asked who’s insurance covered the plant sale on the ditch bank.  Mr. Baker then asked about who sponsored the pumpkin carving contest.  Adm. Ranger informed him it was the Chamber.  Mr. Baker asked why the chamber couldn’t cover this event.  Adm. Ranger said that it was very possible that the chamber could cover the event, but that is something that they need to talk to the Chamber about, it is not a town issue.  

Mr. Jerry Steinert, owner of the Statuary Garden addressed the council.  Mr. Steinert informed Council that he was also on the Board of Directors of the Sunfair Parade that happens every year in downtown Yakima.  Mr. Steinert informed Council that they have much less difficulty closing Yakima Ave from 6th St to 18th Ave for that parade and a much busier street and a much busier town and he just wants Council to know that he feels it’s a disgrace that this is such a difficult thing to do in such a small town.  Mayor Wolfe wanted to make sure that Mr. Steinert was aware that if everybody had been here and done there homework before tonight’s meeting, that these things could have been possibilities.  Mayor Wolfe also informed Mr. Steinert that he did not encourage the Council to vote for this event because of the great liability it would be for the Town.  Mr. Steinert found it very disturbing that they can close two major streets in Yakima, but cannot close a small city block here in Naches.  Council members Lloyd and Carrell both informed Mr. Steinert that they have been doing that parade and closing the streets for years and years and have been going through the right channels and following procedure for years and years.  Mr. Steinert informed Council that they do go through the proper channels and fill out a simple form; it is not a huge obstacle like it is here.  He is not saying anyone is wrong or right, it was just for Council’s information.  

Mr. Gary McDowell addressed the council.  Mr. McDowell finds the situation sad, he feels that what is going on is a great opportunity for Naches, and the people who are in attendance tonight he feels their hearts are in the right place, but anytime you take a town this small and make a decisive plateau from one to the other is a sad deal, he doesn’t feel anyone on either side of the room is against each other.  Mr. McDowell just feels that this has not been planned out properly and that more time needs to be given and that the downtown businesses should think about this whole deal for next year.  Mr. McDowell thinks the ideas are the coolest and would back it, if it were not putting pressure on a small town.  Mr. McDowell thinks this is a sad, sad situation, his point being set it up for next year, get everyone in here to know what is going on, it’s not fair for the citizens of Naches to have to employ these people without the information you are giving them and they have to come to a decision, there is no good decision that will be made here tonight.  It’s a win for some and maybe a loss for the rest of the town.  Get all of your ducks in a row and all of the positives and negatives and talk about it for next year.  
Councilwoman Lloyd feels it is a great idea, but also feels that the downtown businesses did not get their homework done on the process.  There are a lot of legal issues that need to be addressed and taken care of.  

Mr. Marc Schmitt addressed the Council.  Mr. Schmitt has been involved with small business in four states and is involved with hotels and thousands of small businesses.  Mr. Schmitt has worked with every local community from probably the Canadian Border to the California Border, and what he looks and deals with on a daily basis is groups of people trying to come together and this person says I can’t do this because of time constraints and these people have time constraints also and they have responsibilities and people behind them.  Mr. Schmitt’s question to Council is very direct.  Is it going to be possible to do this?  Can you make things work under the conditions you have to, to make this work?  Regardless of all of this and that, can we make this work for the community; there are a lot of people that are already committed not just in thought, but in financial.  Are we going to say to them, you don’t count?  Under the constraints Council has, is it possible for you to work with this group?  Mayor Wolfe informed Mr. Schmitt that Council could not answer his question at this time.  Mr. Schmitt asked when, and Mayor Wolfe informed Mr. Schmitt and the other audience members that when the last comment of the night was made, Council would discuss all of the information and come up with a decision at that time.  Mr. Schmitt informed Council and Mayor Wolfe that he was for small business and also interacting with the political situation that there in and make things happen diplomatically, and he will leave it at that.

Mr. Dan Cypher addressed the Council.  Mr. Cypher informed Council that he was not a business owner, he was a home owner.  Mr. Cypher feels that the event that is being discussed is a worthwhile event, but he has lots of questions.  Mr. Cypher feels that the questions are not being answered.  What are the time constraints on the event?  Is this just an afternoon event or will it continues on into the wee hours of the morning?  Mr. Cypher was also concerned with security.  When the State Patrol is here for a display, they are not here for your security.  As far as the Marines and the Army is concerned, Mr. Cypher is a Veteran himself and unfortunelty; they cannot uphold the laws of Washington State.  So you are going to have to come up with some type of physical security in place, especially if it will continue after sundown.  Mr. Cypher’s experience and he will refer to the Moxee Hop Festival that Mr. Baker referred to is a great experience during the day time, but when the sun goes down, it goes to hell in a hand basket.  Mr. Cypher works it, it happens and it is basically a drunken fest.  The other aspect that was brought up was the ABATE issue, when Mr. Cypher hears ABATE he cringes, he has had to work the ABATE rally’s down in the lower valley and no one invites the hells angels or the gypsies, but they show up.  Mr. Cypher hears you say safety, but he really wonders how safe this will be.  Mr. Cypher reminded Council that the pool is open during the day and his children swim at that pool.  When you have a whole bunch of cars and bikes running around town, the kids that are going back and fourth are not that safe from things happening.  The idea behind it is great and Mr. Cypher supports it, maybe we should just take a look at a small piece of the pie and that would be the afternoon event, and then next year if everything goes off well, add another piece of the pie to the event and that would be the evening entertainment.  Mr. Cypher wanted to address the Council and especially Mr. Baker, that when you are endorsing the Naches High School Athletics and they know nothing about it, he has a problem with that.  

Ms. Megan Cypher addressed the Council.  One of Ms. Cypher’s concerns was if you make an exception for one, you make an exception for all.  This event sounds like it has a lot of community support, but what happens when the next event comes along without all of the community support and wants the same exception as was granted this group?  Ms. Cypher feels you would be putting yourselves in a precarious position if you accepted one and not the other.  

Mr. Jeff Evans addressed the Council.  Mr. Evans informed Council that there had been countless activities going on in town where we have had parades, football teams, and even the track team that has one time or another closed down the streets.  The precedence has already been set, so can we use any of those for the time being, rather than shoot these guys down.  

Ms. Kit Hawver addressed the Council.  Ms. Hawver addressed the Council as the past Park Manager.  Ms. Hawver informed Council that two years ago she came to Council for the All Valley Swim Meet and one of the things that were asked for was a street closure of the street right in front of the park.  Adm. Ranger gave the Park several different options that ended up working for them.  It ended up making the street a one way street for the event with this being said, they were not allowed to close the street, they had asked, but were not allowed.  Their “T’s” were crossed and the “I’s” dotted.  The Park Board started this process nine months ahead of time.  The swim teams had to come up with an insurance policy, because the park board refused to use their insurance.  The Parks insurance wouldn’t have covered them anyway.  Ms. Hawver feels for the Council Members because they have to make this tuff decision, but feels that rules should be followed.  

Mr. Elliott Baker again addressed the Council.  Mr. Baker hopes that in the future they will do this the right way so that it doesn’t affect them like it has.  Mr. Baker does not know the total number of business in this town, but has a total of 24 that are contributing to this downtown function.  Mr. Baker is hoping Council will find direction and some leniency in coming to their decision tonight.  Mr. Baker thanked the Council for the opportunity to address them and asked if they will consider closing the street for their function.  

Council Member Carney informed Council and the other audience members that based on the advice of the Town Attorney, legally the Council’s hands are tied.  Council Member Carrell informed her fellow Council Members and the audience that she felt it was important to have their business people represented and people do need to be brought into the community.  Councilwoman Carrell also believes that this event is about two months shy of planning.  This presentation should have been done at the January 2008 meeting.  Council member Carrell would like to see it happen, but doesn’t feel it will get done this year.  If it were done in each individual business it may happen, but as far as closing the street, I just don’t see it happening, because the process should have been started months ago.  

Council Member Lloyd feels that is a great idea too, but our hands are tied.  

Council discussed the insurance issue in depth amongst them and came to the conclusion that they are not able to approve the street closure for the downtown businesses event being held on July 5th, 2008 due to the strong liability the town places themselves into.    
Audience member Donna Kime urged the other audience members to come to more meetings in order to find out what was going on in the Town.  

Adm. Ranger also addressed the audience and asked that they come in and talk with staff in regards to their planning needs and the proper procedure for events such as this.  Council has been placed in a bad position because there are proper procedures that must be followed.  Adm. Ranger urged the citizens to walk through the front doors; there would be no one to turn you down.  Give the Council the information they have to have in order to make these decisions.  Adm. Ranger had asked several of the business owners who asked for the event to take place to come in and see him and them never would.  In essence, you have put the owness on the Council, when in all actuality the owness should have been placed on the event organizers.                  
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES

Proposed Resolution 2008-12
Councilwoman Lloyd moved to approve modifying the Agreement for Extension of Garbage Collection Contract, entered into on February 10, 2003.  Councilman Carney seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Proposed Resolution 2008-13
Councilwoman Carrell seconded by Councilwoman Lloyd adopting the Town of Naches’ Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program.  
Audience Participation-

Mr. Curtis Faulkner informed Council that earlier in the day he and Mayor Wolfe who belong to the Mason’s were honored to take part in the Bikes for Books Program.  Mr. Faulkner explained that this was a program at the elementary school that allotted a student’s name be placed into a drawing for a new bike every time they read a book.  Mr. Faulkner said that it was pure satisfaction seeing the looks on those kids’s face when their names were drawn.      

Pastor Star from the Church of the Nazarene wished the Council could have voted in favor of the downtown Business venture, but appreciates the Council’s calmness and she realizes how difficult the decision was hard especially when you know that this could have been something great for the community.

Mr. Ted Schmelzer informed Council that they may want to come up with a permit for events or parades such as this now so that it would save Council a lot of time and trouble in the future.  

Chamber President, Randy Juette informed Council that if this would have been a Chamber event, they would have been able to use the Chamber’s event insurance.  Randy has asked for help many times and asked for these businesses to come to meetings on several different occasions, some come and some don’t.  The Chamber tired getting these businesses to come down to the park for the safe and sane community event, but they turned us down.  The Chamber would love to have them on our team; Mr. Juette has answers for them and would be willing to help if they were to ask him.  
Mr. Ed Norton bought Many’s last June.  Mr. Norton was approached by Mr. Juette to join the chamber.  Mr. Norton just wanted to let Council know that the downtown businesses do not get enough recognition, as he has talked to hunters who are unaware of a Laundromat downtown, or that there was even a downtown if you took a right at the light.  Mr. Norton feels that event may not be great the first time, but it will only get better.  

Mr. Dan Cypher did not like the comment about the Naches Fire Department and feels we have a great Fire Department and they will be out there working July 3rd and 4th.  

Adjournment 

There being no further business coming before council, Councilwoman Lloyd motioned to adjourn the meeting, followed by a second from Councilman Carney.  The motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 9:04 p.m.  

Eric Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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