TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES

November 13, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Mayor Eric Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor Eric R. Wolfe, Council Members, Janet Anderson, Gayle Lloyd, Rick Carney and Chuck Harris.

	Absent:
	Councilwoman Rhonda Schab with an excused absence.  

	Also Present:
	Attorney Sara Watkins, Planner Bill Hordan and Clerk Tanya J. Luke.


Review Consent Agenda Items

Council reviewed the consent agenda as presented.  

Staff Report

Naches Depot and Trail

Mayor Wolfe reported that the sidewalks and paving were complete.  Council should be expecting a Change Order #4 for sanding and refinishing the floors.  Painting of course will be dependant on the weather.  The Town has been awarded additional enhancement monies approximately in the amount of $135,000 from Washington State Department of Transportation distributed through Yakima Valley Conference of Governments.  The alternate items may be signed in December, if it is not possible to complete these items at that time, the contract with Stephens and Sons will remain open.  We have also received funding for signage through the White Pass Scenic Byways.
Allan Rd. Interchange

Mayor Wolfe informed Council that Adm. Ranger will be meeting with the Engineer and some of the property owners in regards to the Allan Road Study.  

Trail Funding
Mayor Wolfe reported that Adm. Ranger will have the Trail Packet to the legislature by the end of November.  This project is in conjunction with the Yakima Greenway.
2008 Budget
Clerk Luke discussed with Council some of the changes in the budget.  The Ad Valorem Taxes are proposed to rise by the 1% allowed by law.  This new amount of $111,267.00 includes the new construction in the area and the newly annexed properties done in 2007.  Clerk Luke went over some of the bigger expenses the Town plans on for several projects and equipment.  The Town is setting aside $12,000 for a Jetter from the City of Yakima.  The Town plans on purchasing the remainder of the radio reads for the rest of the town at the cost of $42,000.  Public Works plans on rebuilding the original clarifier for $45,000 at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Public Works will also be purchasing a new chart recorder for $4,500 for new testing that is being implemented.  Some of the other changes in the current copy of the 2008 Preliminary Budget are an increase in Electrical Utility Taxes and an increase in Refuse Utility Taxes.  The Town has received the final quotes for Medical, Dental and Vision.  Those figures are in the current copy of the preliminary budget.  Clerk Luke received an estimate for our AWC insurance and it has increased 4%.  Those figures are not in the current copy, but when figuring the budget the rates were figured in at 15%, so again Council will see the decrease in the December copy of the preliminary budget.  A $100,000 retainage has been budgeted in the Depot Fund for the final close out of the project.  Clerk Luke informed Council that the budget is $315,729 less than the 2007 budget due to the most part of the Depot Project being completed.

UGA Public Hearing
Planner Hordan informed Council that Yakima County held their Public Hearing on the Urban Growth Boundary on November 6, 2007.  Adm. Ranger and Planner Hordan attended the hearing to obtain Layman Lumber as a part of the Urban Growth Boundary for the Town of Naches.
Yakima County Internet
Clerk Luke informed Council that the Auditor has been contacted and has informed us that we can use the 3/10% monies for the High Speed Internet connection with Yakima County.  We have been informed that an Interlocal Agreement is needed with Yakima County Fire District #3 and the Yakima Regional Library before Yakima County can proceed with any final figures or installations.

Census
Adm. Ranger and Clerk Luke will be conducting a 2008 census for CTED in order to get the credit for the amount of citizens here in Naches.  A Census will also have to be conducted in 2010.  
Website
Clerk Luke spoke with the Website designer Mrs. Danielle Surkatty this morning.  Clerk Luke will help with text for the website as time permits.

H2A Housing

Planner Hordan informed Council that an Open Public Hearing was conducted at the November 5, 2007 Planning Commission Meeting to consider a conditional use application for the establishment of two additional 26’X 48’ manufactured homes and expanding the time period for farm workers residing on the property from 3 months to 6 months. This request was from Yakima Valley Orchards and Allan Brothers.  Since there had been no trial period or annual review of the project, the Planning Commission has determined that the project is too large and is deemed inconsistent, until such time as the project has been through a trial period and reviewed a an annual Planning Commission meeting.  The Council has three options, they can approve the conditional use permit, they can deny the conditional use permit or they can modify the conditional use permit.

Possible Planned Residential Development
Planner Hordan informed Council that Mr. Schmelzer has inquired into planned residential development on his property.  Council will be notified as paperwork is submitted.

Public Works

Public Works is busy winterizing the Town.  Snow Equipment has had its yearly maintenance and the new salt has arrived.  The Public Works crew will be removing a tree on the road that leads to the High School because it shades a portion of the road during the winter months and keeps the area pretty icy and dangerous to motorists.  The new doors for the Treatment Plant were installed today. 
Review Vouchers

Council reviewed the November vouchers presented for approval.
Review Treasurer’s Monthly Report

Council reviewed the Month end report for October 2007. 
The Study Session was closed at 6:59 p.m.

Eric R. Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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