TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES

JANUARY 8, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Eric Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor Eric Wolfe, Council members Janet Anderson, Gayle Lloyd, Chuck Harris, and Rhonda Schab.

	Absent:
	

	Also Present:
	Administrator Jeff Ranger, Attorney Sarah Watkins & Clerk Tanya Gomez.


Review Consent Agenda Items

Council reviewed the consent agenda as presented.

Staff Report

Planning Land Use

Adm. Ranger informed Council that the Planning Commission members were just about done with the review of the current zoning ordinances.  Planner Hordan should have a rough draft ready and presented to planning commission members at their next regularly scheduled meeting in February.  
Naches Depot and Trail
Adm. Ranger is waiting on documents from Mr. Dennis Whitcher of Huibregtse Louman and Associates to provide to the Washington State Department of Transportation.    

Adm. Ranger informed Council of his concerns in regards to the Lions Club Lease.  Adm. Ranger wants to make sure everything is done legally, and that the Lions Club has given the Town a copy of their plan before any money is transferred.  
Library

Adm. Ranger informed our local librarian of our intent to take over half of the Library Building in order to house Public Works and take advantage of our building.  Adm. Ranger didn’t perceive too much resistance to the idea.  

Park

Adm. Ranger informed Council he had attended the Parks Board meeting and the Board chose not to take up the Town on the loan that was offered.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that the audience seemed very disappointed in the Board Members as they were focused on the 2008 levy and not as interested in keeping the pool open this summer.
Jail Contract
Adm. Ranger informed Council that the agreement that they had approved last month with Yakima County Jail is not been sent in due to some research that is being done on the matter.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that in the past their was a “B Clause” located within the agreement where smaller cities that had contracted out with Yakima County did not have to pay for jail services, but this is no longer the case.  Mr. Ranger has Mr. Brian Winters looking into this matter for the Town and he will get back to Council with any new information.
Web Site Design
Adm. Ranger informed Council that he had contacted several Web Designers to look into web design for the Town.  The only person who submitted a proposal was Ms. Danielle Surkatty, who is also responsible for the local Chamber of Commerce Website.  Adm. Ranger would like permission to go forward with web design if this is something Council wishes him to do.
Public Works
Adm. Ranger announced to Council that Mr. Paul Stanton was hired on January 2, 2007 as the new Public Works 1.  Mr. Stanton and his family have moved into Town from Sunnyside.  Public Works has been busy replacing old meters with the new Radio Reads.  They have completed Cherry Lane and will be starting on Orchard and continuing with Hwy. 12.  

Adm. Ranger had discussed with Town Attorney, Sarah Watkins the possibility of deferring the Water, Sewer and Garbage bills for the Naches Park District in order for them to open the pool this summer.  Attorney Watkins researched the request and conferred with several colleagues, it is possible for the Town to defer the Parks water, sewer, garbage bills only if the levy they plan on holding in February passes.  The Park District must request the payment for their bills, plus interest in their bond process.  
Clerk Gomez informed Council of the new E-pay system the Town is going to implement after the first of the year.  Numerous citizens have asked time and time again for the ability to pay by credit/debit or check over the phone.  This new system will allow this to happen, with no cost to the Town of Naches.  The fees are charged to the user.  It will be possible for the user to access the Town web-site or sponsored web-site and pay their utility bill on line, or they can come into Town Hall and pay by credit/debit card with a small usage fee.  

Review Vouchers

Council reviewed the December vouchers presented for approval.  
Review Treasurer’s Monthly Report

Council reviewed the Month end report for December 2006.  Clerk Gomez went over the ending balances for the year in Current Expense, Streets, Water and Sewer.  

The Study Session was closed at 6:45 p.m.

Eric Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Gomez, Clerk
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