TOWN OF NACHES

PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

May 7, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chairman Hawver.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Chairman Hawver, Commissioners Earl Fisk, Nick Sloan. Rebecca Patrick and Ted Silvestri

	Absent:
	

	Also Present:
	Administrator, Jeff Ranger and Planner, Bill Hordan


Commissioner Silvestri moved to approve the minutes of 3/5/07.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Fisk.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearing
Conditional Use Permit (Yakima Valley Orchards)
Planner Hordan provided a staff report on the background for the application for a conditional use by Yakima Valley Orchards/Allan Bros.  The application is for H-2A Housing to establish two 26’ x 48’ manufactured homes on approximately 35 acres for the purpose of providing seasonal farm worker housing in the General Business Zoning district for up to 20 total persons.
The staff report addressed sewer, water and site plan requirements.  The report addressed the Goals and Policies of the Naches Municipal Code within the scope of the application.  Seven findings were provided to be met by the application in order for the conditional use to be approved.  
The report by Planner Hordan also contained six conditions that approval would be subject to in order for the staff to recommend approval.  

Chairman Hawver opened the Public Hearing at 7:30.  

Wes Morris, 751 Allan Road, spoke to the effect that this project would be detrimental to property values, law enforcement and provide an element that would not be conducive to the Naches Community.

John Koempel, 740 Allan Road, wants to know what the H-2A housing project parameters are and also has some concerns about the housing and restrictions.

William Barber, 426 Allan Road, has concerns that allowance of this housing would effect crime, theft, schools, and traffic and bring a Tieton like element of housing to Naches.

Shawnah Barber, 426 Allan Road, also expressed concerns on this type of housing and the quality of life in the Naches community.

Tom Allan of Allan Bros and Yakima Valley Orchards spoke to the program and how it is designed to work.  Mr. Allan said the program is new and that his company is concerned about being able to provide adequate labor to harvest their crops.  This housing is for pickers that would be able to live and be transported to the job site by the company.  Mr. Allan also verbally provided some of the criteria and promised he would provide written detail of the program to the Naches Town Council next Monday at the regularly scheduled meeting.
Chairman Hawver closed the Public Hearing at 7:55.

Chairman Hawver and Commissioner Silvestri concurred that with the testimony and other council input that the conditions should be reviewed on an annual basis of the conditional use.
Planner Hordan led the Planning Commission in reviewing the staff report and its recommendations.  The Planning Commission proceeded on the finding of facts and votes to recommend to Council to approve the Conditional Use with conditions.

A letter was provided by Staff to the Naches Planning Commission from John Thompson about the signage issue.  Administrator Ranger said a response from Staff and a summary from the Town’s attorney would be addressed and adequate time for the Planning Commission to review the signage issue will be in future meetings.  Administrator Ranger reminded the Planning Commission that the timeline for compliance with Growth Management was due in June and should be the Planning Commission top priority.

Commissioner Silvestri moved, seconded by Commissioner Patrick to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

_________________________


            ________________________

Kit Hawver, Chairman




Tanya J Gomez, Clerk
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