TOWN OF NACHES

PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

November 5, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Hawver.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Chairman Hawver, Commissioners Earl Fisk, Rebecca Patrick and Ted Silvestri

	Absent:
	Nick Sloan with an excused absence

	Also Present:
	Administrator, Jeff Ranger and Planner Hordan


Commissioner Silvestri moved to approve the minutes of 10/1/07 with a minor changes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Fisk.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearing
Chairman Hawver asked Planner Hordan to address and read the staff report for the Yakima Valley Orchards H2A housing conditional use.  
Chairman Hawver opened the Public Hearing at 7:19 p.m.  The Chairman then read into evidence two letters submitted by Daryl and Vicki Winters and William and Lorene Morris objecting to the expansion of the H2A housing project.  

The Public was asked by Chairman Hawver to testify at the podium and give their name and address.

William Morris. 750 Allan Road reiterated his letter that they objected to the expansion because the trial period had not been established.  Mr. Morris also brought into evidence a current article about H2A housing in Wenatchee and had fears that this would possibly be established in Naches.
Kim Olson, 5691 Old Naches Highway had concerns for the value of her property with this development and the migrant population would pose threats to her two rentals adjacent to the property.

William Barber, 426 Allan Road spoke to the point of his property taxes going up, but the value would actually decline with the addition of the proposed H2A housing project.

Josh Gooler, 428 Allan Road stated the purchase of his home was to provide a safe place for his children to play in their yard.  Mr. Gooler stated there is no guarantee that development would provide a safe place for the children.

Chairman Hawver closed the Public Hearing at 7:35 p.m.  The Planning Commission then started deliberation.  Commissioner Silvestri had concerns about that annual review had not been able to take place.  Commission Fisk concurred although he felt it was because of circumstances that the housing had not been occupied in 2007.
Commission Patrick asked whether the Conditional Use is revocable and wanted clarification of her understanding that the workers were to be transported by Allan Brothers.  Administrator Ranger and Planner Hordan concurred that all Conditional Uses are revocable if violations have been determined.

Planner Hordan responded to the six month timeline in the new application was his interpretation and the six month period would be May through October.  Tom Allan of Yakima Valley Orchards spoke to some of the questions of why the location for the housing was in Naches and not the lower valley.  Mr. Allan addressed the availability of water, sewer, and electric utilities available that made this site favorable for the housing development.  Mr. Allan also stated the labor is more available in the lower valley and their need is in the upper valley.

After struggling with a decision the Planning Commission asked Administrator Ranger and Planner Hordan their options on the request.  The options were stated they could accept, deny, revise or add conditions, but was not possible to table the application.
Planner Silvestri made the motion to deny the application and it was seconded by Commissioner Fisk.  Chairman Hawver asked for a vote, Commission Fisk, Silvestri and Chairman Hawver voted yes to deny the application.  Commission Patrick voted no.  The Planning Commission recommendation to the Council is to deny the application 3-1.
Commissioner Patrick moved the adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner Silvestri motioned carried and the meeting was adjourned at 8:02
_________________________


            ________________________

Kit Hawver, Chairman




Tanya J Gomez, Clerk
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