TOWN OF NACHES COUNCIL MINUTES

June 11, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Eric Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor Eric Wolfe, Council members Janet Anderson, Gayle Lloyd. Rick Carney, Chuck Harris and Rhonda Schab.

	Absent:
	

	Also Present:
	Administrator Jeff Ranger, Attorney Mike Shinn and Clerk Tanya J. Gomez


Mayor -Eric Wolfe led the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed the audience.  
HONORS AND RECOGNITION

Mayor Eric Wolfe thanked Mayor Pro-Tem Chuck Harris for stepping up and taking control of the Continuation Meeting on May 21, 2007.     
.  
APPROVE AGENDA

Councilwoman Schab moved, seconded by Councilman Harris to approve the Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
CONSENT AGENDA

Councilman Harris moved, seconded by Councilman Carney to approve the Consent Agenda as presented with the addition of Item e-approve the minutes from the continuation meeting held on May 21, 2007:

a. Approve minutes of 5/14/07 Council Study Session

b. Approve minutes of 5/14/07 Regular Council Meeting

c. Approve Claim Warrants #10839 through #10892 in the total amount of $94,797.40 dated through May 14, 2007
d. Approve Payroll Warrants #3936 through #3952 in the total amount of $24,297.69, dated through April 30, 2007
e. Approve minutes of 5/21/07 Continuation Council Meeting
Motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Planning Commission Chair, Kit Hawver reported to Council that they had their regular planning commission meeting on Monday, June 4, 2007.  The planning commissioners heard a presentation from Mr. John Thompson regarding signage issues.  Mr. Thompson also presented his vision for the Town along with photos.  Mrs. Hawver was very thankful for the wonderful citizen participation at the planning commission meeting; they usually do not have that kind of turn out.  Mrs. Hawver also wanted to remind everyone of the Chamber meeting being held at Town Hall on Wednesday, June 20, 2007.  
Mayor Wolfe asked Mrs. Hawver to express his gratification to the entire Planning Commissioners as they have worked very diligently on the Comprehensive Plan Update.  
Public Hearing
Adm. Ranger informed Council and the citizens that the reasoning behind the 6-year TIP is in order to be considered for any kind of funding a list of proposed road projects must be on the 6-year plan.  

Mayor Wolfe opened up the public hearing at 7:04 PM.  

Ms. Julie Burge of 10220 Old Naches Hwy asked if any of the proposed road projects could incorporate speed bumps.  Mayor Wolfe being advised by Attorney Watkins thanked Ms. Burge for her comment, but informed her that this was not the appropriate time to address this particular issue.

There being no other comments to come before Council, Mayor Wolfe closed the 6-Year TIP Public Hearing at 7:09 PM.  

Planner, Bill Hordan of 410 Second St, Yakima informed Council that for the past 2 years the Planning Commission has been diligently working on the Goals & Policies for the Comprehensive Plan Update.  This plan has not been a complete re-write, but many changes have evolved.  

Mayor Wolfe opened up the public hearing at 7:12 PM.

Mr. Elliott Baker of 3104 W. Yakima Ave asked why manufactured homes were not allowed in certain areas of Town.  Planner Hordan informed Mr. Elliott that manufactured homes are allowed, as long as they are new and untitled.  

Mr. Ted Schmelzer of 112 Cherry Lane in Naches informed Council that as a land developer he was aware that manufactured homes are now being allowed weather or not the developer has placed restrictions on these types of homes.  He also wanted to reassure Council that the manufactured home has come along way and with the new roof lines, all of the landscaping that is now going into these places; the quality should be no less than what we are currently working with.  

There being no further comments to come before Council, Mayor Wolfe closed the Comprehensive Plan Update Hearing at 7:30 PM.    
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Naches Depot Trail Project

Adm. Ranger informed Council that Bids were opened at Town Hall on May 17, 2007 and the bids all came in well over the proposed budget.  Adm. Ranger has been working on making cuts to the project in order to have the project funded.  The Town will be following the Federal process so there is a little bit of a waiting period before the project can be sent out to bid again.    

Naches Comp Plan Review

Adm. Ranger informed Council that Planner Hordan had pretty much explained the Comp Plan Review during the public hearing process.   
Proposed Fireworks Show at Cleman’s View Park

Council Members were presented with a request for a Special Occasion Liquor License for the Upper Valley Sports and Recreation Association.  There being no dissention among Council Members the Council agreed to allow Mayor Wolfe to sign the Temporary License.  

Council reviewed the proposed Ordinance #631 banning the sale and discharge of fireworks within the Town of Naches effective July of 2008.  
Mr. Elliott Baker was concerned that Fireworks would not be allowed at the Park.  Staff informed Mr. Baker that Fireworks would be allowed at the Cleman’s View Park for discharge by individual family members under adult supervision.  

Mrs. Marlene Barsten of PO Box 963 in Naches was concerned for the Naches Woman’s Lions Club.  The Women’s Lions Club sells fireworks every year to community members and this is one of their most successful fundraisers.  Mrs. Barsten feels Council should inform this group of members of the proposed changes instead of cutting them off at the knees.  Mrs. Barsten really hates to see the Town get rid of fireworks and was very concerned about losing the ability to share that with other family members.  

Mr. Elliott Baker was concerned with taking away the Freedom’s of this town.  
Mr. Randy Jewitt of 1060 S. Naches Rd here in Naches was concerned with the so called Freedoms that Mr. Elliott brought up.  Mr. Juette wanted to inform Council that freedoms cost.  The park is a non-profit organization, the monies earned from this venue will go right back into the park and its upkeep.  The Town is not saying no to fireworks, they are just saying that they would like to see things done in a more controlled environment.  
Ms. Julie Burge of 10220 Old Naches Hwy. was concerned about liability issues and the Town promoting drinking and driving.  Ms. Burge thinks this should be taken into consideration.  

Mr. Elliott Baker asked if the Town was covered for the alcohol that was going to be served.   Mr. Randy Jewitt of Upper Valley Sports informed Mr. Baker that Upper Valley Sports has purchased a bond and they are the insured and not the Town.  

Mrs. Kit Hawver of 26 E. Second St welcomes the organized event.  Mrs. Hawver is sometimes fearful for her property because of the out of town people who show up because fireworks are allowed in our community.  Out of Town people look for organized events where the whole family can have a good time.  Mrs. Hawver also showed her support for the Sunshine Lions Club requesting the Council take into consideration that the venue does so well at its current location that she would hate to see them have to move to a different location.  

Councilman Carney reminded the audience members that the celebration is taking place over a two day period with the fireworks celebration being done on July 3, 2007 and the families get together happening on July 4th, 2007.  

Mr. William Barsten of 108 E. Second St expressed to Council his concern of having to give up his family fun after 12 years of adult supervision when it comes to fireworks.  

Ms. Kelly Brewer of 203 Naches Ave does not drive, will public transportation be provided?

Mrs. Karen Kruger of 101 Apple Loop thought she was moving to Naches and was going to get to experience an Old Fashioned Fourth of July Celebration.  If the liability is an issue, make homeowners prove they have insurance.
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. John Thompson-Signage Issues
Mr. John Thompson of 9835 Old Naches Hwy asked Council to seriously re-visit Ordinance 575 of the Naches Municipal Code which discusses signage issues.  Mr. Thompson informed Council that he had presented pictures to the Planning Commission, but he would not bore Council with the same presentation.  He handed out packets for Councils review and consideration.  Mr. Thompson also requested that Council place a moratorium on road side vendors.  Mr. Thompson feels the Town of Naches makes it too easy on these vendors to receive a license from our community.  

Mr. Gary McDowell of 4362 Old Naches Hwy purchased the fruit stand where all of the signage issues have evolved from.  Mr. McDowell informed Council that all of the signs on his property were in disarray and needed repair.  Mr. McDowell feels this issue is a crying shame that staff and the press had to become involved in this because of yard sale signs.  Mr. McDowell does not understand where Mr. Thompson is coming from as Thompson Farm Fruit Signs have been significantly changed.  Mr. McDowell is also very opposed to the way Mr. Thompson refers to road side vendors as carpet baggers and scaly wags.     These people are entrepreneurs and families who do not want to see fruit wasted.  Mr. McDowell has no problem with these road side vendors at all, but may like to see a limit on the amount they can spend at one location.  
Mr. Thompson wanted to inform Council that the Town was not in fact following their ordinance.  There are different rules for business’s and citizens, and not all are being treated equally.

Mr. Elliott Baker, owner of Van’s Tavern asked for clarification on replacing his current sign off of the Highway.  Mr. Baker is changing the name of the tavern and replacing the sign itself while keeping all original posts in order to comply with the sign ordinance.  

Mr. Randy Juette asked why we could not be good neighbor’s and if these road side vendors were really bothering us that much, why could we not be more business friendly and look at it with a different approach.  Mr. Juette feels we need to agree to disagree and have an open vision for the future of Naches.  

Councilwoman Schab thanked all of the audience participation regarding the sign issues, she feels like this was the first time Council as a whole has gotten to hear about these issues.  

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES
Councilman Harris moved to approve Resolution 2007-3, adopting the Town of Naches Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program with a second by Councilwoman Lloyd.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilwoman Schab moved to approve Resolution 2007-4, adopting the Town of Naches Comprehensive Plan Update with a second by Councilwoman Lloyd.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilman Carney moved to approve Resolution 2007-5, adopting the Town of Naches agreement for the Allan Road Study with YVCOG, Yakima County and WSDOT with a second by Councilwoman Anderson.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilwoman Lloyd moved to approve Ordinance 631, adopting an ordinance restricting the discharge of fireworks and allowing the sale of fireworks within certain areas of town not zoned R-1 or R-2.  The site of sale for an organization would be left up to that particular organization pending council approval, with a second by Councilman Carney.  Motion passed unanimously.    
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

Mrs. Marlene Barsten thanked Council for listening to the audiences concerns, but was very saddened that the citizens of Naches will no longer be able to set off fireworks in our small community.    

Adjournment 

There being no further business coming before council, Councilwoman Lloyd motioned to adjourn the meeting, followed by a second from Councilwoman Schab.  The motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 8:41 p.m.  
Eric Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Gomez, Clerk
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