TOWN OF NACHES COUNCIL MINUTES

December 10, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Eric Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor Eric Wolfe, Council members Janet Anderson, Gayle Lloyd, Rick Carney, Chuck Harris and Rhonda Schab.

	Absent:
	

	Also Present:
	Administrator Jeff Ranger, Attorney Sara Watkins Engineer Ted Pooler and Clerk Tanya J. Luke.


Mayor Eric Wolfe led the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed the audience.  

HONORS AND RECOGNITIONS

Mayor Eric Wolfe announced he would like all of the guests to stay for a reception after the Council meeting in honor of Ms. Janet Anderson and her 20 years of service to the Town of Naches and its citizens.  Ms. Anderson is retiring from the Council, thus this being her last meeting, Mayor Wolfe informed Councilwoman Anderson that she was the most gracious person he knows.  
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

The Town’s engineer Mr. Ted Pooler was brought in to discuss the water and sewer rates for Mr. Larry Buchanan Jr. and Mr. Jerry Steinert, both business owners in the Town of Naches that have concerns in regards to their water/sewer bills.  Mr. Pooler also needs to be at the City of Tieton’s Council meeting at the same time so we would like to have Mr. Pooler address the concerns and let him be on his way.  Councilwoman Anderson made a motion to add item 5.1 to the Agenda and was seconded by Councilman Carney.  Motion passed.  
APPROVE AGENDA

Councilwoman Lloyd moved seconded by Councilwoman Schab to approve the Agenda with the added item 5.1 Mr. Ted Pooler addressing Mr. Larry Buchanan Jr. and Mr. Jerry Steinert as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilwoman Lloyd moved, seconded by Councilwoman Anderson to approve the Consent Agenda as presented:

a. Approve minutes of 11/13/07 Council Study Session.

b. Approve minutes of 11/13/07 Regular Council Meeting.

c. Approve Claim Warrants #11126 through #11162 in the total amount of $209,324.53 dated through December 10, 2007.

d. Approve Payroll Warrants #4062 through #4079 in the total amount of $24,022.25, dated through November 30, 2007.

REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Planning Commissioner Kit Hawver informed Council that the Planning Commission held their regular meeting on Monday, December 3, 2007.  The Planning Commission will be taking a look at Special Development Standards so that they are prepared for anything that comes up in the future.  Yakima County has finished its public hearings on the UGA.  The Planning Commission was excited with Council’s decision it made regarding Allan Brothers and Apple Valley Orchards H2A Housing. 
PUBLIC HEARING (S)

Clerk Luke informed Council that when entering the 2007 Budget Amendment that Council approved at their last meeting it changed some of the beginning fund balances.  Clerk Luke also let Council know that the current expense budget has increased $80,646 from last years overall current expense budget, but she wanted to remind Council that the Town’s assessed value has also increased over $7.7 million, thus meaning more revenue for the Town.  The budget as a whole has decreased over last year’s budget in the amount of $454,880 this reduction is mostly due to the elimination of construction costs.     

Mayor Wolfe opened the Preliminary 2008 Budget Public Hearing at 7:42 PM.  There being no public comment or testimony the public hearing was closed at 7:43 PM.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Naches Depot Trail Project

Adm. Ranger informed Council that the town had received additional funding from WSDOT.  This additional enhancement money will provide the three items that were originally eliminated in the first rounds of the bidding process.  The items to be funded are the Pedestrian bridge, hardware and additional parking.    

Allan Road Study

Adm. Ranger informed Council that the Town was working with YVCOG, WSDOT and Yakima County in collaboration of the Allan Road Study which is now in its design phase.  The study will address traffic issues before they become a problem.  After this study is complete we will then become eligible for Federal and State funding.   

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Ted Pooler-Larry Buchanan Jr.-Jerry Steinert/Water-Sewer concerns

Mr. Pooler thanked Council for adjusting their schedule to suit his need to get to Tieton after his presentation.  Mr. Pooler also let Ms. Janet Anderson know it had been a pleasure working with her over the years, as he has been working with the town since 1989 and she has always been so pleasant to work with.  Mr. Pooler began by explaining that the Water and Sewer funds are considered enterprise funds and that they must actually sustain themselves.  The revenues thus offset the expenditures.  The revenues that are collected in these funds can only be used in these funds and cannot be distributed anywhere else.  Administration costs can be taken from these funds.  The water/sewer fund also has debt and these funds must make their payments.  Normally the way it works is if you have a new system, such as Naches your rates are higher because you are paying down this debt.  Mr. Pooler handed out a rate comparison with surrounding cities.  Normally Mr. Pooler says this isn’t the way to do things because you are balancing your budget and not the next person’s but was asked to do so for our situation.  The Department of Health and Ecology have mandated the same type of testing on the smaller facilities as the bigger communities such as Yakima.  We have to comply or we will be in trouble with those agencies.  Mr. Pooler has looked over the past budgets and the current and does not see any costs that are over the necessary minimum in our expenditures.

Mr. Larry Buchanan Jr. of 219 Naches Ave addressed the Council.  Mr. Buchanan asked why the Town had split meters and wanted the Town to make arrangements with the property owner on the costs.  Mayor Wolfe explained to Mr. Buchanan that split meters are very few and far in this town, but it is not the Town’s responsibility to make arrangements with the property owner.  Adm. Ranger also explained to Mr. Buchanan how the split meter worked and that we have ordinances in place that when properties sell or are shut off for non-payment, new meters are then required.  Mr. Buchanan then proceeded to ask when meters are read.  Adm. Ranger informed Mr. Buchanan that a schedule was set from month to month and that we also needed to allow time for the clerk to process those bills.  Mr. Buchanan started asking questions that were not addressed in his request to be placed on the agenda, therefore Mayor Wolfe asked Mr. Buchanan to kindly refrain from his questions and to come in and talk to Town hall with his concerns.  The questions being asked would be something that Council would have no information on.  

Mr. Jerry Steinert of 222 Naches Ave addressed the Council.  Mr. Steinert is the new owner of the Statuary Garden and the main ingredient in his product is water.  He does not understand why he is charged a minimum when he doesn’t use a minimum in sewer.  The water goes to mix his concrete and nothing goes down the sewer.  Mr. Steinert did admit he had a restroom in the building but he was the only employee.  Mr. Steinert is so concerned that he is on the verge of moving his business elsewhere.  Mr. Steinert believes by moving his business which attracts about 98% non-residents, the Town of Naches would be losing tourism dollars from those customers who would no longer be coming into town for his products.  Mr. Steinert also informed Council that along with losing his business the Town would be losing his sales tax base that comes back to the Town.  
Naches Depot & Trail Phase II “Pathway”
Adm. Ranger informed Council that he had sent a grant application into the State Legislature on a project that Representative Charles Ross was sponsoring.  The project would allow for a pedestrian path, along with lighting, drinking fountains and benches from the Depot to Allan Rd.  This “Pathway” would eventually connect to the Yakima Greenway.  

Appoint 2008 voting members and alternates for the YVCOG General Membership Meetings.  

After a brief discussion, Council Member Gayle Lloyd and Mayor Wolfe volunteered themselves to this appointment, as voting member and alternate respectively.   Adm. Ranger also asked that if the member or alternate would not be able to attend that other Council Members step up and take a meeting.  There are only 6 meetings a year and YVCOG has been very generous to our community.  

Liquor License Renewal Drift Inn

The Council members discussed the Liquor License Renewal for the Drift Inn and did not object to this renewal.

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES

Proposed Ordinance 634
Councilwoman Schab moved to approve Ordinance 634 adopting the 2008 budget for the Town of Naches, Washington.  Councilman Carney seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Proposed Ordinance 635
Councilwoman Anderson moved to approve Ordinance 635 amending Chapter 13.04.300 A through C of the Naches Municipal Code pertaining to water service rates.  Councilwoman Lloyd seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Proposed Ordinance 636
Councilwoman Lloyd moved to approve Ordinance 636 amending Chapter 13.08.110 of the Naches Municipal Code pertaining to sewer service rates.  Councilwoman Schab seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

Mrs. Michelle Carrell asked that her last name be spelled right, as she is a newly elected Council Member.  Mrs. Carrell also asked if there was a snow removal schedule, as it seems that snow is removed at a very slow pace on her street.  Is there a way to have cars moved at a set time everyday during snow season?  Adm. Ranger informed Mrs. Carrell that the Town is now using a new salt that must mix with snow in order to be effective and that if they plow everything away it will not be effective.  Adm. Ranger also informed Mrs. Carrell that sometimes those big rigs cannot get into those tights spaces.  We do our best with what we have.  
Councilwoman Anderson’s daughter Bonnie spoke about her mom’s retirement from the Council and stated that Janet didn’t want to quit any earlier as she needed to stick around to school Adm. Ranger a little while longer.  

Kit Hawver also spoke about a found Halloween memory she had of Janet and that the Town of Naches was very lucky to have such a super lady in our community.  

Adjournment 

There being no further business coming before council, Councilwoman Anderson motioned to adjourn the meeting, followed by a second from Councilwoman Schab.  The motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m.  

Eric Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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