
TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES

  
October 8, 2012

	PRESENT:

Mayor, Carney
	ABSENT:

	Councilman Hawver
	

	Councilwoman, Kit Hawver
	                 

	Mayor Pro Tem Paul Williams
Councilman, Will Guyton  
	                  Vacant Council position #4
                 

	
	      

	
	

	          
	

	
	

	
	

	Others in Attendance:  Clerk/ Treasurer Elvira Birrueta, Administrator, Jeff Ranger, Attorney, Sara Watkins.  

	Staff Report from Town

	Admin. Ranger

	
	

	Penney Avenue
West Naches Utility Extension
Second Street Planning Project

Public Works

Treasurer Reports

Review Vouchers

Review Consent Agenda

Items
Budget 2013
Closed Record Public Hearing

Adjourn 

	1. Admin. Ranger Penney Avenue Federal funding through Washington State Legislature. Federal reclassification received  and now in the 505 process.
2.  Preliminary Engineering and Construction Engineering awarded to HLA.
3. Applied to obligate funds for PE & CE. Discussed
1. Progress estimate no. 2 for work performed by Davey Walker Excavating for $24,436.67 is net after retainage, as per the contract documents.
1. Survey and Engineering started with HLA getting in line for funding. Second MOK and Yakima County through YVCOG and RTPO. Discussed 
a) Preliminary Budget discussed.
b) Audit exit meeting October 8, 2012 discussed no findings.
c) Allan Brother’s short plat office complex is in construction.
d) Naches Chinook Center hoping to open by early November, the restaurant part is now open.
e) Clerk Treasurer and Administrator are still working on records retention.

f) Naches Meadows Conditional Approval of the Preliminary Plat and Conditional Use to place duplexes on certain lots within the Plat.
g) Pacific Power insurance claim on South Naches Road Pacific Power had placed a pole in a main Sewer line. A claimed was submitted and it was paid.
General maintenance, crack sealing streets, Irrigation winterized and Winter preparations.
Clerk/Treasurer Birrueta informed Council that the month of September is balanced. 
Staff provided the Voucher report to Council and reviewed the list.

Council reviewed the consent agenda.

Clerk Treasurer Birrueta, offered a budget workshop if any of the Council members is interested to attend.

Closed Record Public Hearing: Procedures the Naches Municipal Code provides for one open record public hearing before the Planning Commission which it was done on September 4, 2012. The Planning Commission closed the open record public hearing September 4, 2012 and continued deliberation September 12, 2012. Councilman Williams asked if there is a limitation of who can speak during the Closed Record Public Hearing. And if why was it not brought up during the Open Record Public Hearing? Attorney Shinn addressed the Mayor, Council and Audience: I encouraged people at the Public Hearing to submit written comments and if they were going to comment at all they need to speak to the facts of the issues and not to restate previous testimony. Closed Record Public Hearing means no new evidence or information to be submitted and only appeal arguments are allowed from the previous record. The normal protocol is to invite Staff to go first. The proponent next. Next those in favor of the proposal and next those oppose next to present argument. Limit the record to the facts that are in the record. At the end of the process, Council has the options of approving the recommendation of the Planning Commission, or disapproving the recommendation.  The Council may approve the overall applications by submitting entirely different conditions of your own after deliberation. There is another option not on code to say there are materials facts that are not before Council and can’t make a decision approving, disapproving or approving with conditions until Council knows those facts.  Then Council would like to remand the matter back to the Planning Commission with specific instructions. Councilwoman Hawver inquired of Attorney Shinn about disclosure in regard to appearance of fairness.  Hawver stated she works for the White Pass Motel LLC which is owned by the Estate in which Mr. Schmelzer is one of the benefactors.  She state that she does not have any financial gains from Knik Development, but I just want to disclosed this for the record if there is any conflict of interest. Mr. Shinn answered, the way to handle this is at the start of the  Council Meeting disclose it and then claim whether in your opinion you believe that it does or does not impact your ability to make an impartial decision. 
Councilman Guyton asked what the proper format for us Council to discuss the Budget?  Mayor Carney: Questions or anything that way can be discussed during the Study Session. Councilman Guyton it’s more of an informational stuff interaction with the Administrator: Councilman Guyton looking at the preliminary budget the numbers we had predicted a 6% increases on some of this expenses. Administrator Ranger: the way the budget we’re high on expenditures and conservative on revenues, it’s based on predicted revenues to offset the expenditures and we don’t consider reserves. The preliminary budget it’s about twenty thousand more in revenues than expenditures unless there would be something unforeseen. Councilman Guyton on the Sheriff’s contract I see that it was predicted to go up 5% and it’s going up 3% how can they raise it up  3% being a County organization and us as the Town can only ask for 1% increase for our tax payers. Admin. Ranger because their labor is going up 3% and that’s what we pay for contract wise. The budget it’s tight and because is in the line item it doesn’t mean that it needs to be spent.
With no further business to discuss at the Council Study Session, the meeting was adjourned 6:52 pm.



	_______________________

Rick Carney, Mayor


	    _____________________________________

    Elvira Birrueta, Clerk-Treasurer
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