
TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES


September 14, 2009

	PRESENT:
	ABSENT:

	Mayor, Eric R. Wolfe
	

	Councilwoman, Michelle Carrell
	

	Councilwoman, Gayle Lloyd
	

	Councilman, Rick Carney
	

	Councilman, Chuck Harris
	

	Councilman, Wayne Hawver
	

	
	

	Others in Attendance:  Administrator, Jeff Ranger, Attorney, Sara Watkins, Clerk/Treasurer, Tanya J. Luke and various citizens of the community.  (Note:  Mayor Wolfe was late to Study session as he was working.  Mayor Pro-Tem Carney actually ran the Study Session.)

	
	

	Review Consent Agenda Items
	Council reviewed the consent agenda.  

	
	

	Staff Report
	

	
	

	ARRA Road Project
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that the construction crew would be grinding on Wednesday, placing regrinds in the alley where the old well is.  The inlet for Penney Ave would be finished and all of the curbs would be up to ADA standards.  Adm. Ranger also discussed some of the concerns brought about for the bump out at Naches and 2nd St.  Cones were placed and tested with buses before it was ever approved.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that the remaining three corners would also be the same when construction begins next year on Naches Avenue.      

	
	

	School Flashing Lights
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that the flashing lights were in and the A-19 will be submitted for reimbursement of equipment and supplies needed to install the lights.      

	
	

	Allan Road Study
	Adm. Ranger will be asking congress for funding for the Phase I of the project.        

	
	

	Penney Avenue
	Adm. Ranger announced there would be ecology blocks to deter traffic as of now on Penney Avenue until funding can be obtained to finish the road.      

	
	

	Allan Rd. Utilities
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that the funding for the SIED Grant/Loan was awarded in the amount of $500,000 in order to get Water/Sewer lines out to Allan Road.  An application was submitted to the Public Works Board for a grant to finish this project.  The results will be announced on October 14th by the Public Works Board.  Contract for the SIED grant will be presented next month to Council with Jim Garner and Allan Brothers Fruit.      

	
	

	Public Works
	Public Works has been busy cleaning the new clarifier and using the newly refurbished clarifier while the process is taking place.  
Public Works Foreman Davis has completed the River receiving water study with help from the engineers.  

Public Works crews have also been busy with Sportsman’s Day Clean-up.  

	
	

	State Auditor
	Clerk Luke informed Council that the State Auditor was here conducting their annual audit.  The expected cost of the audit would be $7,700.  An entrance audit meeting was held on September 10, 2009 and a copy of this meeting and what the auditor’s plan on looking at are council packets.        

	
	

	Misc. Information
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that the Planning Commission has been discussing Planned Residential Developments and Council has been provided a CD with information on these developments.  Adm. Ranger encourages Council to take a look at the information, as he believes a permit may be obtained for this type of housing in early spring of next year.  

A request for public information has been submitted to Town Hall from Nile Valley Game Processing.  Adm. Ranger asked Council if they had any correspondence to please submit this information in a timely manner in order to process the request quickly.  
Councilwoman Carrell asked Adm. Ranger if Chlorine had been added to the system.  A couple of days ago her daughter had been taking a bath and the smell was very strong.  Adm. Ranger informed Councilwoman Carrell that there had been no additions to the system and if it happens again to please contact him. 

Councilwoman Carrell also asked if we had any ordinances in place that were not from 1927 in regards to erotic centers in the Town of Naches.  Councilwoman Carrell is concerned because a sign on the Naches Chinook Center refers to an Erotic Center coming to the Town.  Adm. Ranger asked Council for a bit of time to bring something back to them.  Adm. Ranger just figures this is their idea of a joke and the previous owners want to get the Town’s people riled up because no one has been into Town Hall to obtain permits and the septic system is bad at that particular location and they must now hook up to city water/sewer services and there have been no purchases for hook up’s.    

	
	

	Vouchers
	Council Reviewed the Vouchers as presented.  Clerk Luke discussed the vouchers as to what was reimbursable by the current grants.  Councilman Hawver also wanted to know what the carpet cleaning bill at the bank was in regards to.  Adm. Ranger informed Councilman Hawver that when the water valve replacement project was going on there was a rock that was compacted into their sewer line and their line broke.  We thought it would be better to pay for the clean up ourselves instead of turning it into our insurance carrier who would have probably made us pay it anyway.    

	
	

	Animal Ordinance Discussion
	 Councilman Hawver really dislikes the rezoning of property that is in this current ordinance.  He also does not like the fact that if a student at the high school wanted to have an FFA project they would not be allowed to according to this ordinance.  Councilman Hawver does not care what people think, this is a farming community and people in this community would be pretty upset if a student was unable to participate in FFA by having a couple of rabbits for a project.  
Councilwoman Carrell wants to know how this will be enforced.  She would also like to make sure that there were no horses, cows etc.

Councilman Hawver feels that if hutches were not on common boundries and the smell was regulated, it might be ok.  

Councilwomna Lloyd thinks if students want to have an FFA project then they need to come into Town Hall for a permit.  

Councilman Carney feels that the number of projects should be limited and the number of animals used as pets.

Mayor Wolfe informed Council that as he read the Ordinance that was before them, no livestock would be permitted.  

Councilman Hawver informed Council that the school district must agree that this is a farming community because they have an FFA program, Ike does not have that particular program, because they realize they do not have a farming community.  There are a large number of farmers here and he is ok with their being projects allowed for FFA.

Councilwoman Lloyd again reiterated her thoughts on making the participants of FFA come into Town Hall and purchase a permit to do so.
Adm. Ranger wanted to remind Council that if the pet or project was kept indoors whether it be a garage, shed, in their home, they would not need a permit because it would then fall under a pet.  According to the ordinance that would be allowable.  

Councilwoman Carrell likes the permit idea, she would also like to see the neighbors notified of the project.  

Councilman Harris likes the ordinance as is and feels there is no need for permission for projects from the Town or neighbors.  He just feels licensing would not solve the problem.  How many dogs out there are not licensed?  

Adm. Ranger informed Council that he would talk with Sara and they would come back to Council with another draft. 

	
	

	Bicycle/Skateboard Ordinance
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that this ordinance that was before them would cover Naches Avenue from Hwy 12 to 3rd St and 2nd St from Naches Avenue to Sinclair.  

Councilman Hawver likes this scaled down version much better.  

Adm. Ranger informed the Council that the no bicycles/skateboards would be stenciled on the sidewalks.  

Councilwoman Carrell asked who would be enforcing this ordinance.  

Mr. Blanchard an audience member asked Council if he and his wife would be allowed to ride their scooters to some of the restaurants on Naches Avenue.  They sometimes are not able to walk a long distance.  Mayor Wolfe informed Mr. Blanchard that they could not write a law that would omit anyone from riding a scooter, or powered wheel chair.  This concern would not be an expected problem.  

Councilwoman Carrell wants to make sure parents know this is there responsibility and it is unlawful if they knowingly disregard this law.  The children are fine if they are on the roads and obeying those rules, but if they are on the sidewalks they are disobeying the law.   

	
	

	Audience Participation
	Kathryn Thompson of 101 E. Fifth St asked Council if there was any truth in the Erotic Center coming soon to Naches on the Naches Chinook Center sign.  Mayor Wolfe informed Miss Thompson that he figured this was someone’s idea of a bad joke to draw some attention and stir up some trouble in our little town.  
Mayor Wolfe also wanted to remind the audience that if they choose to speak during audience participation that they must stand up at the podium and state their name and address for the record. 

Adm. Ranger also wanted to let Council know that when they approved the Agenda that they would need to add on under new business the new planning commission member Will Guyton, he was being recommended by the Commissioners as the replacement for Mr. Nick Sloan who just resigned last month.   

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
	Council reviewed the August 2009 monthly treasurer’s report.   Clerk Luke then explained the memo in Council’s packet as to the balancing of August and also went over the ending cash and investment balance.          

	
	

	Adjourn
	With no further business to discuss at the Council Study Session, Mayor Pro-Tem closed the meeting at 6:57 PM


__________________________________

_______________________________

Rick Carney, Mayor Pro-Tem



Tanya J. Luke, Clerk-Treasurer
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