TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES

MAY 11, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor, Eric Wolfe, Council Members, Gayle Lloyd, Chuck Harris, Rick Carney and Wayne Hawver.

	Absent:
	Clerk-Treasurer, Tanya J. Luke with an excused absence.

	Also Present:
	Adm. Jeff Ranger and Attorney Sara Watkins 


Review Consent Agenda Items

Council reviewed the consent agenda.  Councilman Carney wanted it noted that a correction to the minutes were in order.  In the Council Meeting minutes for April 13, 2009 the minutes stated that Mayor Wolfe opened the meeting, when it was Mayor, Pro-Tem Rick Carney that opened the meeting.  Council had no further corrections or comments on the consent agenda.        
Staff Report
Adm. Ranger did not prepare a staff report, as he was busy with some grant writing.  Adm. Ranger would go over the agenda items if Council wanted more information on any one item.

ARRA
Councilwoman Carrell asked what the ARRA money was.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that it was the Stimulus monies that the Town has received.  This particular Project will re-pave 2nd from Sinclair to Naches Ave and Tieton to Penny Ave and sidewalks will also be redone.  Design will begin this week on the project.    

Naches Trail Project Phase II

Councilwoman Carrell asked for an update on the rail removal.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that the Salvage Bid has been awarded by Yakima County to a Canadian Company.  The will start moving in at the end of this week or the beginning of next week.  The representative from the company has talked with Adm. Ranger and said they have sixty days to remove the entire rail from Naches to 40th Ave, but expect they will be done in 30 days.  Councilwoman Carrell asked Adm. Ranger if the Town would then receive their money back from the County that was used to remove the rail.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that it may be in trade instead of actual monetary means.  The County says they will have paving costs involved so we may be repaid with materials goods and work.  Adm. Ranger says this is ok, either way we are getting our money back.  Councilman Harris asked where the trail would be out at Kershaw.  Kershaw fruit has actually set aside $350,000 to help with the trail in front of their property.  Kershaw actually has to realign the rail to come up in front of their property.  Another problem that is being worked out is the new rail re-alignment has to meet the standards of the Surface Transportation Board.             
Draft Animal Ordinance
Council discussed the Animal Ordinance.  Adm. Ranger asked Council if they even want to have livestock within the Town limits.  Councilman Hawver informed Council that if he joined all of his property he would have a half acre, enough to have cows on his property.  Councilman Hawver asked his fellow Council Members if that was something that they wanted allowed within the Town limits.  All Council Members were not in tune with that idea.  Councilman Hawver strongly recommends that they do not allow sheep, goats and other livestock in town.  Councilwoman Carrell informed Council that the biggest problem she has with the livestock is that they stink, and she is not willing to sit in her back yard and have to deal with the stench.  She should be able to go outside and enjoy her yard.  Councilman Carney asked if they wanted to place limits on livestock, but Councilwoman Lloyd thought that once you have one, then you get two and so on.  Councilwoman Carrell just feels that you have some people who just don’t take care of their animals and then you have a problem.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that the ordinance was theirs to do with what they pleased and the ideas wasn’t for Adm. Ranger to have Attorney Watkins write up an ordinance and have it say what he wants in it, the ideas is to get Council involved, get their input on what they want to see in the ordinance and then bring it back with the changes that Council has asked for and take another look at the draft to see if there are other items to be added or deleted.  Councilman Hawver asked his fellow Council members if they were in agreement with not allowing any livestock in the Naches Town limits.  All Council members agreed to have Attorney Watkins to include in the draft that no livestock are allowable within town limits. Adm. Ranger informed Council that we would have to grandfather in the citizens of the town that currently have livestock, so that means that the current livestock holders would not be able to increase what they currently have and they would then have to be governed if a problem arose with the nuisance ordinance currently in effect.  Councilwoman Lloyd asked how Adm. Ranger knows who have livestock in Town in order to grandfather them in.  Adm. Ranger knows of three at this time.  A letter would be sent to these individuals informing them that they will not be able to add to their current livestock.  We would also put something up on our website notifying the community members of the new change.  

Draft Trail Ordinance

Adm. Ranger asked if there were any changes to the Trail Ordinance that was passed at the last council meeting.  Councilman Hawver remembers discussing permits for usage of the trail.  Councilman Hawver discussed big groups coming in to rent the park facility at the trail and what would have to happen to allow them access.  Councilman Hawver also brought up a fee for usage.  Adm. Ranger does not know if completely closing the trail would be necessary unless a big event was going to happen.  Discussion occurred amongst the Council, Attorney and Adm. Ranger.       
Draft Skateboarding Ordinance

Adm. Ranger informed Council that there is no skating ordinance in their packets because Adm. Ranger is not so sure we can regulate skateboarding on sidewalks.  Adm. Ranger is pretty sure they can regulate skateboarding in the business district, but when it comes to residential he is not certain.  In true essence repair and maintenance and snow removal is the home owner’s responsibility.  Adm. Ranger asked Attorney Watkins if it was possible for the Town to regulate skateboarding in residential areas.  Attorney Watkins cannot think of any town that restricts skateboards other than amongst business districts.  Adm. Ranger feels the destruction and liability issues that need to be addressed here.  The General Business district would be something that we could regulate.  Adm. Ranger does not feel the Town should give the users a skate park, but would be willing to work with the different agencies and users in order to obtain one.  Councilman Hawver informed Council that he is more than willing to give up some park land for a skate park, but the users of the park would have to come up with the money to build it.  No one has stepped up to the plate to do anything about it.  Councilwoman Carrell believes something needs to be done to regulate the business area, because we cannot have individuals coming out of a business and being ran over by a skateboarder.     
SIED Fund Write Off

Adm. Ranger explained to Council that the Many’s were behind two payments on their SIED Loan and when they sold the business a payoff to the Town was sent, less the two payments they were being.  After about a year and a half, the title company has decided they would pay the amount owing.  When the Town received the check from the Title Company it was short $53.59, this amounted to two interest payments.  Instead of going through another long drawn out process Adm. Ranger feels it would be best to write off the amount.  
Small Works Roster

Adm. Ranger informed Council that the resolution was pretty straight forward.  If the Town has a small works roster and has projects under $200,000 we are not liable for going out to bid.  

Lions Club-Sportsman Days Fireworks

Adm. Ranger informed Council that the Lions Club wanted to be in compliance with the new Fireworks Ordinance so they are asking permission to have their fireworks show on September 12, 2009 at the annual Sportsman’s Days Event. 

The Lions Club would like to be a participant in the new signage that will be placed at both entrances into Town.  Adm. Ranger also wanted to remind Council that the Town of Naches was a member of the Chinook Scenic Byways and signs are in the work.  The signs are going to be unified, but we will all have some sort of say.  The Town of Naches has not yet been designed, but we are in need of input on what the sign should say.  As long as the Lions Club is involved in the process they will remain happy.     
Planned Unit Development to the Municipal Code

Adm. Ranger informed Council that they had copies of the new planned unit development section in their packets, but this was not the final copy.  The next Planning Commission meeting will hold a public comment time for this particular addition to the Naches Municipal Code.  
Transfer of Almega Cable Inc. to J&N Cable

Councilman Harris wanted information on who to contact from the new J&N Cable, as he has a line between his property and his neighbors that is really hanging low.  Adm. Ranger is not quite sure at this time who should be contacted because we have not granted the transfer and Almega cable has gone bankrupt.  
School Safety Grant

Councilwoman Lloyd asked for more information on the school safety grant.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that about a year ago Deputy Cypher came to him and asked about signage for the school zone.  Deputy Cypher applied and received a grant for new school zone signs and the Public Works Crew placed all of these new sign up.  After traffic study was done and more citations issued there is a real need for more awareness in this area.  Through the Washington State Department of Transportation is offering a flashing light grant.  Dan, Adm. Ranger and the School District all sat down and discussed the need for flashing lights.  It was pretty apparent that if Adm. Ranger did not write the grant it would not be written.  Adm. Ranger and Deputy Cypher have been working on writing the grant.  The Town will install and take care of the lights/computer.  The school would be willing to help with the maintenance.  

Audit Update
Adm. Ranger informed Council that when Toni Nelson, the Small Cities Specialist visited with us on the 28th of April, she informed us that she was unable to sign off on our annual report.  Adm. Ranger asked that one Councilmember and himself sit down with the Clerk-Treasurer and go over the report and then sign off as required before sending it off to Olympia.      
Review Vouchers

Council reviewed the May, 2009 vouchers presented for approval.   .   
Treasurer’s Report

Council reviewed the April 2009 monthly treasurer’s report.  
The Study Session was closed at 7:00 p.m.

Eric Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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