TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES

MARCH 9, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor, Eric Wolfe, Council Members, Michelle Carrell, Gayle Lloyd Chuck Harris, Wayne Hawver and Rick Carney.

	Absent:
	

	Also Present:
	Adm. Jeff Ranger, Attorney Sara Watkins and Clerk-Treasurer Tanya J. Luke.


Review Consent Agenda Items

Council reviewed the consent agenda as presented. 
Staff Report
Adm. Ranger informed Council that due to the wind storm on Saturday some of the glass globes at the Depot had made their way into traffic.  A concerned citizen realized what they were and brought them to Adm. Ranger’s home.  Public Works will be replacing those this week.      
Adm. Ranger informed Council that the security cameras have been installed on the restroom building at the Depot so we should be able to prevent anymore graffiti from happening.  

Adm. Ranger notified Council that they had an invitation from the Naches Chamber of Commerce to attend their open house at the Depot on Thursday, March 26, 2009 from 4:00 to 7:00 PM.    
Adm. Ranger announced that the lighting for Phase 2 of the Trail project is here and Knobel Electric will begin the installation process.

Mr. Gary Ekstedt from Yakima County has assured Adm. Ranger that bids for the salvage of the old railroad will be going out this month.   

Clarifier

T.T.C Construction has again begun work on the clarifier and the process should be complete by April or May 1st.
Adm. Ranger attended a meeting with Chinook and White Pass Scenic Byway for signage in a National Geographic magazine.  

Adm. Ranger wanted to remind Council that Town Hall would be closed all day on Tuesday, April 28, 2009 due to training with Small Cities Specialist, Toni Nelson.

Adm. Ranger, Dan Cypher and the Naches School District will be working on a grant for flashing yellow lights for the Shaffer Ave. school zone.  Traffic Counts will be conducted.  Adm. Ranger will keep council informed on their progress.    

Adm. Ranger has the short plat on Allan road available for Council’s review if they would like to see the progress that has been made thus far.  

Clerk Luke informed Council that American West Bank had approached them several weeks ago about changing from a free checking account to an analyzed account and getting rid of the Town’s warrant account all together.  The warrant account is basically like the bank lending the Town money for warrants that hit the Town account until they are picked up with a treasurer’s check.  The bank is doing away with all of these accounts.  Under State law, the Town is now allowed to use Check’s instead of the warrant system that was once popular amongst local governments.  With switching to the new account the Town now will have direct deposit capabilities for payroll and bill pay access. 
Adm. Ranger has submitted an application to Yakima Valley Conference of Governments for STP monies.  If received the Town would have to come up with a match of 13.5% in 2010 when the monies become available.  As far as Adm. Ranger is aware their was only one other entity that had submitted a project.  

Adm. Ranger informed Council that the Town of Naches has received $320,000 in stimulus monies for 2 projects.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that the process was very fare and he was very impressed at the way local governments worked together during this process.  

Adm. Ranger reminded Council that the Allan Bros. H2A housing was up for review.  The planning commission has heard no formal complaints against the project, which has been pretty low key.  Mr. Thomas Allan was available for questions from Council members.  With no incidents to report Council had no questions for Mr. Allan. 
Mr. Thomas Allan of 761 Sunny slope Rd in Yakima, WA addressed the Council.  Mr. Allan would like to keep his options open for expansion for this project, but at this time they are looking to expand in Pasco and the Othello areas.  There were no incidents to report.   

Adm. Ranger informed Council that he has recently received quite a few skateboard complaints and wanted direction from Council as to how they wanted staff to handle the problem.  The Town can take a look at what other cities are doing in regards to skateboarders.  Attorney Watkins can also take a look at what other cities are doing and report back to council her findings.
Councilwoman Carrell asked Adm. Ranger about the Allan Road Study and what that study was all about.  Adm. Ranger showed Councilwoman Carrell the preliminary plans.  The study is finding out how development will impact the highway and they want to find out every possible safe functional plan to cross the highway and still keeps traffic flowing.  The ultimate decision maker is the Department of Transportation which has the final say on what is done to the intersection.  

Councilwoman Lloyd asked Adm. Ranger if the spelling of the word “Cemetery” had been changed on the new signage that had been placed in town.  Adm. Ranger informed Councilwoman Lloyd that they had not.  The signs will need to be removed and taken back into the sign company for replacement.    

Review Vouchers

Council reviewed the March, 2009 vouchers presented for approval.  
Treasurer’s Report

Council reviewed the February 2009 monthly treasurer’s report.  
The Study Session was closed at 6:55 p.m.

Eric R. Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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