
TOWN OF NACHES COUNCIL MINUTES


November 09, 2009


	Present:
	Absent:

	Mayor, Eric R. Wolfe
	

	Councilwoman, Michelle Carrell
	

	Councilwoman Gayle Lloyd
	

	Councilman, Rick Carney
	

	Councilman, Chuck Harris
	

	Councilman, Wayne Hawver
	

	
	

	Others in Attendance:  Administrator, Jeff Ranger, Attorney, Sara Watkins, Clerk/Treasurer, Tanya J. Luke, and various members of the audience.  

	
	

	Call to Order

Introductions

Roll Call
	The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor, Eric Wolfe.  Mayor Wolfe led us in the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed the audience.  Mr. Wolfe hoped that everyone was easing into winter and reminded everyone to winterize.    Roll was called.  

	
	

	Addition to Agenda
	Councilman Carney made a motion to add Miss Taylor Ranger to the agenda under Reports & Announcements (A) with a second by Councilwoman Carrell.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Councilman Hawver made a motion to add Ordinance 653 regarding noise to New Business ll (g) and Ordinances & Resolutions 12 (d) with a second by Councilman Carney.  Motion carried unanimously.    

	
	

	Approve Agenda
	Councilman Harris moved seconded by Councilwoman Lloyd to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.  

	
	

	Consent Agenda
	Councilwoman Lloyd moved, seconded by Councilwoman Carrell to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
     1.  Approve minutes of 10/12/09 Council Study Session
     2.  Approve minutes of 10/12/09 Regular Council           Meeting.  

     3.  Approve Claim Checks #13135-13170 and void check #’s 13171-13177 in the amount of $59,290.29. 
     4.  Approve Payroll Checks dated through October 31, 2009 in the amount of $26,638.90.  Check #’s 5309-5329.  


	
	

	Reports and Announcements
	Miss Taylor Ranger of 10202 Old Naches Hwy. discussed her Senior Project with Council.  Miss Ranger is looking at the purchase of an electronic reader board that would display community events for investors that help purchase the sign.  The reader board would be placed at the Spire in one of the windows.  Each Investor would pay ¼ of the cost of the sign; those investors are the Town of Naches, The Naches School District, the Naches Chamber of Commerce, and the Naches Lions Club.  Each investor would pay $500.00 per year for the next 3 years.  Investors would be responsible for e-mailing the sign information to Town Hall so that their messages could then be placed on the reader board.  Miss Ranger plans on taking the responsibility for the board for the first year, but after that it would then be passed onto the Administrator or the Clerk to update the information.  

Councilwoman Carrell wanted to know when Taylor says us, who is us?  Who is going to be responsible for the electricity for this sign?  Adm. Ranger informed Council that it would be the Town who picks up the bill for electricity, as the spire has its own budget.  Councilman Carney asked what would happen if you were unable to see the sign from the window.  Miss Ranger informed Council that the sign could be placed outside also and that it was multi colored and had numerous fonts.  Councilman Hawver wanted to know if the sign would be available to the general public.  Miss Ranger informed Council that the sign was for the investors only at this time.  

Mr. Randy Juette of 10160 S. Naches Rd informed Council that the Chamber currently has a community events calendar, sporting events could be announced on the sign and the Lions Club has numerous events.  Of course there will be bugs that will need to be worked out at first, but the events will be community wide.  Councilman Hawver stated that the tax payers are being asked to pay for ¼ of the sign, but they cannot have events listed on the sign, he has wanted to place advertising in there some time ago but was turned down.  Adm. Ranger informed Councilman Hawver that public dollars cannot publicize private advertising.  

Miss Ranger will be talking to the Naches School Board tonight and the Lions Club on Tuesday.  Mayor Wolfe asked how the system was run.  Miss Ranger explained that the computer at Town Hall would communicate with the sign at the Spire wirelessly.  Councilwoman Carrell wanted to make sure she understood the payment process.  The Town is being asked to pay for the sign in full and then it will be reimbursed by the service groups that agree to participate.  Miss Ranger concurred.  Councilman Hawver asked about the signs dimensions.  Councilwoman Carrell feels the sign would be better off inside the building instead of outside.  It would remain free from vandalism.  

Councilwoman Lloyd made a motion to accept Miss Ranger’s proposal for the informational sign to be placed at the Spire, with the Town of Naches purchasing the entire sign and being reimbursed by the other investors with a second by Councilman Hawver.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Lt. Winters brought Council the monthly Sheriff’s report.  There were 29 incidents reported in the month of October, nothing too exciting to report to Council.  Councilwoman Carrell asked if 9890 US Hwy 12 was the Trailer Park out on the highway and wanted to know if there seemed to be lots of problems there.  Lt. Winters informed Council that they are trying to address those issues there and drive through that area as much as possible.  
Mayor Wolfe also informed the Council and Community of the new mapping tool that is available to the public it is located at www.crimemapping.com and the other at www.crimereports.com, both are tools that the Sheriff’s Office is now using and you the citizen are able to see what is going on and where.         
  

	
	

	YVCOG Meeting Report
	Councilman Hawver reported on his YVCOG meeting.  Councilman Hawver reported that the food was excellent and that the only real business was to pass the budget, which it would have been nice to have had one prior to the meeting, but it turned out nice.  Clerk Luke informed Councilman Hawver that the YVCOG budget was in their last month’s packet.  There was also a speaker on the 2010 census and she spoke very eloquently.  A great emphasis has been put on obtaining the illegal immigrants count.  Governments are losing $2,700 per year per person when they are not counted.  The census bureau has really curtailed their questionnaire in hopes to not scare these immigrants from answering the questions.     



	Public Hearings
	Mayor Wolfe opened the public hearing in regards to the 2010 Budget and Revenues at 7:28 PM, there being no public comment the public hearing was closed at 7:28 PM.  

	
	

	Unfinished Business Allan Road Project
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that they are now conducting the environmental and it is very tedious and slow.      

	
	

	Animal Ordinance Discussion
	Councilwoman Carrell informed her fellow Council members that she much rather prefers the 1st draft and feels it is very similar to what is already in the Town code; the second sample ordinance is much too long and cumbersome.  Councilman Harris wanted to know if this new ordinance addressed the Rabbits out at Jean Harris’s place.  Attorney Watkins informed Council that it did not allow for Mrs. Harris’ son to take over her rabbit business if she passed away.  Grandfathered in means that when the property transfers ownership, then the grandfather clause is done away with.  The new rules apply and are in full force.  Councilwoman Carrell asked if there was a right of passage to family member.  Attorney Watkins wants to find something that is enforceable and fair for everyone.  Attorney Watkins needs to look into transfer provisions and what we will define as family.  Councilwoman Carrell wanted to remind her fellow Council Members that nothing ever stays the same.  Councilman Hawver informed Council that these ordinances are what they have asked for and that they are really taking away here; they are not even sure what the family wants to do after Jean passes.  Attorney Watkins discussed with Council the second ordinance and informed them that this particular ordinance dealt with zoning and conditional use permits.  It gives the council more provisions to deal with items as they come before Council, or you can keep what you currently have.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that if you tied the permits into the zoning ordinance it would be a long fight and during the appeals process all of the neighbors would have their say.  

Councilman Carney believes that the current ordinance just fine and that they should all leave well enough alone.  Councilman Hawver asked if their was a fine tied to the current ordinance.  Attorney Watkins informed Council that the current ordinance had a general fine of not more than $250.00 daily.  Councilman Hawver does not understand what the difference is; we have a nuisance ordinance also in place that would address many of the issues.  Councilwoman Carrell moved to drop the discussion and she was not offended by the outcome of the decision.  Councilman Carney thanked Attorney Watkins for all of her hard work on this issue.   

	
	

	Water/Sewer Rates
	Mr. Ted Pooler of Huibregtse, Louman & Associates Inc. asked Council or audience members if they had questions of him, as he had spoke of the increases in water/sewer rates in the study session.  Councilman Carney asked Mr. Pooler if he had Tieton or other small cities similar to Naches’ rates on had so that they could compare.  Mr. Pooler informed Mr. Carney that everyone was pretty much taking 2-3% increases in their rates as to keep pace with inflation.  Personnel costs seem to be going up faster than inflation.  Mr. Pooler wanted to remind Council that Naches was pretty fiscally sound and the staff did an excellent job at keeping costs down.  As far as the sewer increase goes, those costs can be associated with the rising costs in testing and the testing they are now making us do, due to the river, which we have no control over.        


	Garbage Rates
	Office Manager Christie Herbst was on hand for Waste Connections and asked if Council or the audience had any questions of her.  She informed Council that the increase was due to the 3% increase that the county was imposing on their 2010 rates and that they in turn were passing it onto the customers.  

	
	

	Yakima Valley Conference of Governments Participation in 2010
	Councilman Carney moved to approve participation in the Yakima Valley Conference of Governments for 2010 at the assessed rate of $1,705 with a second from Councilwoman Lloyd.  Motion carried unanimously.    

	
	

	Temporary Units 
	Adm. Ranger just wanted to inform Council about a complaint that he had received from a few neighbors across from one of the business’s here in town that had a temporary refrigerated truck parked out in back of their business.  This temporary unit let off excessive noise with the cycling of the unit and he thought we may decide to look into some sort of ordinance limiting these temporary units within the Town.  

Attorney Watkins informed Council that the units were like huge storage units that should require set backs when being placed.  Attorney Watkins will look into the conditional use permit for such units, but she also wants to make council aware that these units or any building for that matter cannot be placed on the property line.  Adm. Ranger just wants a guideline for property owners.  Councilman Carney wanted to know if the Planning Commission would be involved.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that Planning Commission would be involved and they would probably take a look at this before next fall.  Councilwoman Carrell wanted to know if this included air conditioners.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that this ordinance would not include air conditioners, it was meant for big temporary units.  

Mr. Virgil Blanchard of 308 McDowell St suggested to Council that when they do look into this new ordinance that they take a look at noise level and boundaries along with relating to property lines, decimal levels would weed out your refer trucks and such.  

Kit Hawver of 26 E. Second St asked Council if this was the same thing as mobile vending units.  Adm. Ranger informed Mrs. Hawver and Council that this would be a separate issue.

	
	

	Community Unity Social 
	Mr. John McGowan of 331 Basalt Springs informed Council that he was here as a cheerleader for the new Community Unity “Social”.  This is a group of Business Owners and Community Members within the Town of Naches that want to settle differences and obtain better lines of communication amongst us all.  The meeting will be on Thursday, November 12, 2009 at the Clemans View Sports Complex at 5:30 PM.  Dan Kelleher will be presenting and Dan Groves will be facilitating.  Food and Beverages will be provided by American West Bank.  Mr. McGowan again reminded Council and the audience that anybody and everybody is invited.  

Adm. Ranger wanted to commend John for his great efforts.  He is trying to find commonalities amongst the Business Owners and Citizens of the community and run with it.  It takes great involvement and he has a great starting point with some good ideas that he hopes he will return and bring to Council.

Attorney Watkins wanted to make sure we had a head count of the number of Council members that would be attending so that if a quorum is present we have notified the public of the special meeting in advance.      

	
	

	Proposed Ordinance 651 FEMA Updates
	Adm. Ranger informed Council that this ordinance was a county wide effort and it was updating the FEMA maps so people can purchase flood insurance.  This Ordinance has to be passed tonight.  

	
	

	Proposed Ordinance 650 Animal Ordinance
	Mayor Wolfe asked Council if anyone would entertain a motion to accept Proposed Ordinance 650 an update on the animal ordinance.  The motion died due to a lack of a first or second.  Councilwoman Carrell thanked the Council and Attorney Watkins for all of their hard work on this particular ordinance.  (For less confusion Council decided to renumber the remainder of the Ordinances)

	
	

	Proposed Ordinance 650 FEMA Updates
	Councilman Hawver made a motion to approve Ordinance 650 An Ordinance of the Town of Naches, Washington, amending the Naches Municipal Code Section 15.12.080:  Basis for establishing the areas of special flood hazard to update the Ordinance to include the date and approval of the most current flood insurance study, with a second by Councilwoman Carrell.  Motion carried unanimously.  

	
	

	Proposed Ordinance 651 Ad Valorem Taxes
	Councilman Hawver made a motion to approve Ordinance 651 An Ordinance fixing the estimated amount of Ad Valorem Taxes to be levied to meet the Financial Requirements of the Town of Naches, Washington for the year 2010, with a second from Councilwoman Lloyd.  Motion carried unanimously.  

	
	

	Proposed Ordinance 652 Noise 
	Councilman Hawver made a motion to approve Ordinance 652 an ordinance of the Town of Naches, Washington, adopting Chapter 6.28 Yakima County Code:  Noise ordinance under Naches Municipal Codes Section 8.28, with a second by Councilwoman Lloyd.  Councilwoman Carrell asked if the attached law goes with this particular Ordinance.  Attorney Watkins informed Council that the attached law was for their reference only and that whatever the County updates our Ordinance would be considered updated also.   Motion carried unanimously.  

	
	

	Audience Participation
	Mrs. Kit Hawver of 26 E. Second St informed the Council that she called the Sheriff’s Office the other night as she heard kids vandalizing the gazebo and by the time she could get down there the kids were already gone.  She was very impressed because the City of Tieton’s Officers responded very quickly and she thought they were very professional and she really appreciates them.  She also sent an e-mail to their Chief.  Not too far behind was the Sheriff’s Deputy who was also very helpful.  

	
	

	Council FYI Items
	Councilwoman Lloyd asked what the 3/10% money was about.  Adm. Ranger informed Council that he would love to hear what Council’s input would be for some of this money.  We received approximately $16,700 this last year and we purchased the upgraded computer and Wi-Fi for the Sheriff’s Office to utilize.  We now want to know what Council’s ideas would be for next year.  Should we purchase more lighting, more patrol time, speed emphasis or security systems.  Talk to your neighbors see what their concerns are and get back to us. We can then take some of those ideas and see if the monies can be spent in that way and see what we come up with.  

Councilwoman Carrell asked what a CA was.  Adm. Ranger explained that “CA” was a Controlled Agency and all small towns had to have a CA typically the County to oversee your Federal Grants.  

Councilwoman Carrell also asked why Pacific Power was replacing poles and will they be doing that other places?  Adm. Ranger informed Council that this was a result of the Well #1 rehabilitation over the summer; since Pacific Power has now decided to fix these poles we are going to be able to kick well #1 up and the Town should also see a drop in rates because of this improvement.    

	
	

	Executive Session
	None requested at this time.

	
	

	Other Business
	There was no other business to come before the Council.

	
	

	Continue Meeting/Adjournment (8:25 p.m.)
	There being no further business to come before Council, Councilwoman Carrell moved to adjourn the Council Meeting with a second by Councilman Carney.  Motion carried unanimously.  


_________________________________

_______________________________

Eric Wolfe, Mayor




Tanya J. Luke, Clerk-Treasurer
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