TOWN OF NACHES

PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

June 2, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Hawver.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Chairman Hawver, Commissioners Earl Fisk, Rebecca Patrick and Ted Silvestri

	Absent:
	Nick Sloan and Adm. Ranger with an excused absence.

	Also Present:
	Clerk-Treasurer Luke and Planner Hordan


Commissioner Silvestri moved to approve the minutes of 12/3/07 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Fisk.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearing

Chairman Hawver opened the Public Hearing on the Shoreline Master Plan at 7:03 PM.  
There being no public comment, Planner Hordan of 410 N. Second St addressed the Commissioners.  Planner Hordan explained to the commissioners that the Town has participated in a regional Shoreline Master Program, and that the new document will replace the old Shoreline Master Program and if accepted tonight will then be referred to the Town Council.  Planner Hordan and Adm. Ranger will be going over the document with a fine tooth comb and will be making a few minor changes with the Town’s own local twist.  The final Shoreline Master Plan will ultimately have to be approved by the Department of Ecology.  
Planner Hordan then introduced Mr. John Marvin from Yakima County who pretty much spearheaded this plan over the last 2-4 years.  Planner Hordan then presented to the Commissioners a map of the Jurisdictions on the Shoreline Plan.  There are six different designations and Naches will have 2 of those designations running through it.  We are an urban area and we would like to have development.  Commissioner Silvestri asked about why Ecology’s letter says the plan did not meet code.  Mr. Marvin explained to the commissioners that the Department of Ecology was a bit confused.  Commissioner Fisk asked why Ecology thought we must go over and above what the County had.  Mr. Marvin informed Commissioners that the 1995 CAO was not adequate, and that is what the Department of Ecology thought they were using, but in fact a new CAO was updated in 2007 and that was the one being used in the new Shoreline Master Plan Update, with that understanding the confusion seems to have been cleared up.  
With no further discussion or comments to come before the Planning Commissioners the Public hearing was closed at 7:14 PM.  
Commissioner Silvestri is a little concerned about approving the document if they have not had the time to thoroughly go through the document in its entirety.  Planner Hordan explained to the commissioners that this document has been in the process of being updated for many years and the Town of Naches has joined forces with all of the other cities, towns and Yakima County to come up with this document.  If we don't go along with this update we will have to start from scratch and go at it all alone.  There have been lots of opportunities for public comments.  It also makes sense to have consistent rules throughout the county.  By adopting this plan early, we are exempt from any new laws or judicial findings.  We will not have to update this plan again until 2020.  Commissioner Hawver entertained a motion to accept the motion to approve the Shoreline Master Plan.  Commissioners again expressed their concern with approving the document without having reviewed it.  Commissioner Fisk asked what happens if we find some things that we don't like.  Planner Hordan informed Commissioner Fisk that we change those things as we get to them.  Commissioner Fisk moved to approve the Yakima County Regional Shoreline Master Program pursuant to the fact that we will be allowed to make changes as necessary, seconded by Commissioner Silvestri.  Motion passed unanimously.  

New Business

Planner Hordan discussed with Commissioners about Planned Unit Developments and Common Wall Units, such as duplex's.  Do we want to allow those types of homes in our area, and what zones do we want to allow then in...Etc.  When discussing this previously there was never really a consensus.  Commissioner Fisk feels we needed to talk about densities and open space.  Planner Hordan asked the commissioners if they were interested in allowing these homes in Town.  These types of developments are usually on bigger lots than duplexes, but smaller than a single family residence.  Commissioner Hawver asked if they were single lots.  Planner Hordan informed Commissioners that we will allow higher densities, as it is better use of space.  There is currently nothing on the table to develop this type of home, but this would be something we could offer developers, that we do not currently have.  Commissioner Patrick asked if this was something we wanted to take care of right now.  Planner Hordan asked if they had a preference of Common Wall or Planned Unit Development.  Commissioner Silvestri asked Planner Hordan to put something together in regards to the common wall units.  We will continue to look at the matter.   

Old Business

Planner Hordan informed the Planning Commission that the Urban Growth Boundary had been approved with the addition of Layman Lumber.  

Commissioner Fisk moved to adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner Silvestri motioned carried and the meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m.

________________________



_____________________
Kit Hawver, Chairman




Tanya J Luke, Clerk
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