TOWN OF NACHES COUNCIL MINUTES

August 11, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Eric Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor Eric Wolfe, Council members Michelle Carrell, Gayle Lloyd and Rick Carney.

	Absent:
	Council Member Rhonda Schab with an excused absence.  

	Also Present:
	Adm. Jeff Ranger, Attorney Sara Watkins and Clerk Tanya J. Luke.


Mayor Eric Wolfe led the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed the audience. 
HONORS AND RECOGNITION
Mayor Wolfe informed Council that he had accepted Councilwoman Schab’s letter of resignation.  Mayor Wolfe will regretfully miss her.  Rhonda was very clear about any points she made and thought out her responses very well.  Mayor Wolfe asked that when the Council Members and audience had a chance that they please thank Rhonda for her ten years of service to the Council and a job well done.  
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

Councilwoman Lloyd moved to approve the addition of Mr. Ernie Hinze to be placed on the agenda under new business item A to discuss the removal of recycle bins and street closure signs on Orchard St.  Councilman Harris seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Councilwoman Carrell moved to approve the addition of Mrs. Jean Harris to be placed on the agenda under new business item B to discuss the removal of street closure signs on Orchard St.  Councilwoman Lloyd seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
APPROVE AGENDA

Councilwoman Carrell moved seconded by Councilwoman Lloyd to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilman Harris moved, seconded by Councilman Carney to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

1. Approve minutes of 7/14/08 Council Study Session.

2. Approve minutes of 7/14/08 Regular Council Meeting.

3. Approve Claim Warrants #11472-11509 in the total amount of $36,358.64 dated through August 11, 2008.
4. Approve Payroll Warrants 4209-4227 in the total amount of $29,277.05 dated through July 31, 2008.  

REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Planning Commissioner Hawver informed Council that the planning commission met on Monday, August 4, 2008.  The commission discussed Planned Residential Developments because of a request for senior housing.  There is currently nothing in the zoning ordinances pertaining to PRD’s.  The planning commission would like to see the staff have the appropriate tools in order to process a request and to complete a project such as this.  Planner Hordan will be bringing to the commission some examples of other PRD’s that he has worked on.  The planning commission has also asked Mr. Ted Schmelzer to help with some input on this discussion because of his vast knowledge and workings in development.  Councilwoman Carrell asked what Planned Residential Development was.  Chairman Hawver informed the Council that it was difficult to explain, but that PRD’s were denser housing that may have a common driveway.  There are smaller lawns to take care of and sometimes there may be age restrictions and group activities, the list can go on and on, but that gives council an idea of what PRD’s are.  Mayor Wolfe asked if the development just North of Tieton and 48th was a PRD and thought Council may want to drive by and take a look at that development in order to get a better picture of what the commission is discussing.       
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Naches Depot Trail Project

Adm. Ranger informed Council that the Tax rebate that was thought to be about eight or nine thousand dollars has turned out to be sixteen thousand dollars.  We are now waiting for the Department of Revenue to send their response to the request.     
Naches Depot & Trail Project Phase II
Adm. Ranger informed Council that the CTED contract for the pathway monies was in their packets tonight for approval.  A bid packet is being put together by Huibregtse Louman in order to get the project started.  
Allan Rd. Study
Adm. Ranger informed Council that the study is moving along with lane development and design work still underway.

Adm. Ranger informed Council that the Agreement with the Naches Chamber of Commerce is ready and in their packets so that they can authorize the Mayor to sign the contract.  The Chamber of Commerce held a meeting on Wednesday, August 6, 2008 for volunteers to run the depot for the remainder of the season.  The Chamber hopes to have the Depot open the next few weekends, but expect it to be open 7 days a week next year.  
The Shoreline Master plan that the Town is adopting along with Yakima County is ready and an ordinance has been drawn up and is ready to be accepted by Council at tonight’s meeting.         

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Ernie Hinze-Orchard St
Mr. Ernie Hinze addressed the Council.  Mr. Hinze informed Council that in his original request he had asked about the recycle bins being removed from Orchard St.  Since then, the bins have been removed and he thanks whoever was responsible for that.  Mr. Hinze would like to know what needs to be done in order to get the road closure signs moved.  Does Council have to take a vote or what is the process?  Mayor Wolfe informed Mr. Hinze that another party was going to address the same issue and asked if Mr. Hinze would mind their response after they heard from the other individual. 

Mrs. Jean Harris addressed the Council.  Mrs. Harris would like to see the crossing or extension of Tieton Avenue is reopened.  It has been opened for the last 70 years and she does not understand why it is now closed.  Mrs. Harris had a conversation with Adm. Ranger and was told it would be reopened by the 1st of June or when the Depot was finished.  The Depot is now done and the road is still closed.  Mrs. Harris feels that when school gets back up and running they will have trouble with the school kids going through the depot parking lot.  

Mayor Wolfe informed Mrs. Harris and the audience members that the property has changed hands from the rail road to Yakima County and now to the town.  This property is going to be developed and Mayor Wolfe feels like it would be better to open it later on down the road if at that time it was deemed necessary.  No use opening it up now before we know what we are going to do then having to close it back up.  The crossing was actually put in for rail cars and not for the residents of Orchard to get to and from their properties.  Mayor Wolfe feels that if the road is opened it will cause more traffic and that is what the residents of Orchard are trying to stay clear of, that is why they requested the recycle bins to be removed.  Mayor Wolfe thinks that some of the dissention is motivated by change and the fact that sometimes people just don’t like change or take too kindly to it.  Mayor Wolfe feels that if the road is opened up, traffic will be flowing into the depot parking lot.  Mayor Wolfe has actually gone down to the area and drove it with his personal truck and feels that there were just too many negatives in his assessment rather than the convenience of having it open.  

Councilwoman Carrell feels that if there is a road opened the kids will take it and that the depot is pretty much a given, they will take the road if it’s there.  Councilwoman Carrell also feels that if the construction is done at the depot, why not have the roads open.  She does not know what it would hurt.  
Mayor Wolfe asked Attorney Watkins to look into the matter.  Attorney Watkins is going to have to research the Comp Plan in order to give Council advice, as she is unsure of funneling the public onto a private roadway.  Will have a response to Council before the next meeting so that they can read the material and come to some sort of conclusion and be able to ask questions.            
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES

Proposed Resolution 2008-117
Councilwoman Carrell moved to approve authorizing the Mayor to sign contract 08-96114-179 with the Department of Community Trade & Economic Development to provide appropriated funds for the Naches Depot and Trail Phase II project.  Councilman Carney seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Proposed Resolution 2008-18
Councilwoman Lloyd made a motion to authorize the Mayor to enter into an agreement with the Naches Chamber of Commerce regarding use, maintenance and other matters associated with the Naches Depot, with Councilman Harris seconding.  Motion carried unanimously.    
Proposed Ordinance 639
Councilwoman Lloyd made a motion to amend title 18: Environmental policy. (SMA) with a second by Councilwoman Carrell.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Audience Participation-

Mayor Wolfe for review went over the three minute rule for audience participation.  
Mrs. Donna Kime of 103 Third St addressed the council.  Mrs. Kime asked Council how many years the contract was to run the depot.  Mrs. Kime does not feel the Chamber is doing their job, the depot has been done for two months now and it has not been opened.  If the citizens of Naches do not feel the Chamber is doing a good job who do they contact and complain to?  Chamber President Randy Juette informed Mrs. Kime that he would hope she would come to him first and if she didn’t get the response she was looking for then she would turn to the Town.  Mrs. Kime expressed her frustration to the Council in regards to the contract with the Chamber; she was not asked to speak on the issue at study session and was disgusted with Council accepting it before questions could be asked by the public.  Mayor Wolfe informed Mrs. Kime that the issue should have been brought forward sooner, this issue has been discussed on numerous occasions.  

Marlene Barsten informed Council that the Drift Inn had been shut down on Friday, August 8, 2008 by the Health Department.

Adm. Ranger informed Council that The Drift Inn and Many’s had both been shut down due to a septic failure and they would now be required to hook up to Town Water and Sewer.

Adjournment 

There being no further business coming before council, Councilman Carney motioned to adjourn the meeting, followed by a second from Councilwoman Carrell.  The motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m.  

Eric Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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