TOWN OF NACHES COUNCIL MINUTES

July 14, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Eric Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor Eric Wolfe, Council members Michelle Carrell, Gayle Lloyd and Rick Carney.

	Absent:
	Council Members Chuck Harris and Rhonda Schab with an excused absence.  Adm. Jeff Ranger also with an excused absence.  

	Also Present:
	Attorney Sara Watkins and Clerk Tanya J. Luke.


Mayor Eric Wolfe led the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed the audience. 
HONORS AND RECOGNITION
Mr. Rick Fry with the Department of Ecology had the distinct honor of presenting Public Works Foreman Mike Davis with the 2007 Outstanding Wastewater Treatment Plant award for the second year in a row.  This award is not only presented to Mike, but also the remaining Public Works staff LynDee Campbell and Paul Stanton that worked equally as hard for this accomplishment.  Mayor thanked Mr. Fry for coming out to present the award and thanked Mr. Davis and his crew for all of their hard work and dedication to the citizens of the Town of Naches.  
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

Councilman Carney moved to approve the agenda with the addition of Resolution 2008-15 authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement with Yakima County regarding the Naches Branch line from Allan Road to the Depot and adding Resolution 2008-16 authorizing the Mayor to accept the Depot project as complete and allow for 100% payment minus retainage to the contractor.  Councilwoman Carrell seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
APPROVE AGENDA

Councilwoman Lloyd moved seconded by Councilman Carney to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilwoman Carrell moved, seconded by Councilwoman Lloyd to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

1. Approve minutes of 6/09/08 Council Study Session.

2. Approve minutes of 6/09/08 Regular Council Meeting.

3. Approve Claim Warrants #11427-11471 in the total amount of $52,263.31 dated through July 14, 2008.
4. Approve Payroll Warrants 4190-4208 in the total amount of $26,461.83 dated through June 30, 2008.  

REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Srgt. Gillespie presented Council with June’s figures.  It actually looks like the number of calls has gone done and is more like the previous two years prior.  Contract time is being met and for the most part exceeded in our area.  For the most part the Fourth of July weekend went on without many incidents, it was pretty quiet in town.   Mr. Elliott Baker a member of the audience asked if he could question Srgt. Gillespie about an incident that happened on the 3rd of July out at Cleman’s View Sport’s Complex in regards to a hit and run accident.  Mayor Wolfe informed Mr. Baker that he would have to contact the Sheriff’s Office for that type of specific information.  Srgt. Gillespie was unaware of the accident if it even happened at all.     
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Naches Depot Trail Project

Mayor Wolfe informed Council and Audience members that Adm. Ranger was unavailable to attend tonight’s meeting but that the Depot Project was pretty much complete and waiting for the next phase of the project to begin.   
Naches Depot & Trail Project Phase II
Mayor Wolfe again informed Council and Audience members that this was a work in progress and would have updated information at our August 2008 meeting.
Allan Rd. Study
No new information is available on the Allan Rd Study and Council will be updated next month.       

NEW BUSINESS

Public Works Labor Contract
Clerk Luke informed Council that there were really no new items introduced into the contract with an exception to the new pay rates and an increase in vacation accrual that will affect two employees.  The contract is pretty straight forward and both parties agreed fairly quickly on the changes to the contract.  
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES

Proposed Resolution 2008-14
Councilwoman Lloyd moved to approve authorizing the Mayor to sign the 2009-2011 Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Town of Naches and the General Teamsters Union Local No. 760.  Councilman Carney seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Proposed Resolution 2008-15
Councilman Carney made a motion to authorize the Mayor to enter into an agreement with Yakima County regarding the Naches Branch line from Allan Road to the Depot, with Councilwoman Lloyd seconding.  Motion carried unanimously.    
Proposed Resolution 2008-16
Councilman Carney made a motion to authorize the Mayor to accept the Depot project as complete and allow for 100% payment, less retainage, to the contractor with a second by Councilwoman Carrell.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Audience Participation-

Mayor Wolfe for review went over the three minute rule for audience participation and also informed the audience members that all new business the Council will take under advisement and may or may not act upon it at the next meeting.  
Jean Harris of 38 Orchard addressed the Council.  Ms. Harris represents many of the residents on Orchard Street and feels that the recycle bins are causing a tremendous flow of traffic and garbage in and around the newly cleaned up area known as Orchard.  Another issue Ms. Harris brought to Council’s attention was that Adm. Ranger informed Ms. Harris that the tracks would be back open and operational by June 1st, that time has come and gone and now Mr. Ranger has informed Ms. Harris that the crossing will remain closed until the tracks are pulled.  The residents are tired of looking at the garbage and have all signed a petition to have the bins removed and the road closed signs removed.  
Mr. Tony Jenkins of 28 Orchard addressed the Council.  Mr. Jenkins feels that because of the placement of the recycle bins in his neighborhood that there are individuals that would not normally come around the area if not otherwise provoked by the bins to do so.  There have been numerous thefts and now arson can be added to the list of crimes in the area.  

Mr. Ernie Hinze of 34 Orchard St addressed the Council.  Mr. Hinze reiterated his thoughts to be the same as Mr. Jenkins and Ms. Harris.  Mr. Hinze also presented a written petition to the Council. 

Mr. Larry Dekker of 10959 Old Naches Hwy addressed the Council.  Mr. Dekker wanted to apologize to the Council as he was supposed to come and ask for the Council’s blessing last month at their June meeting for permission to hold the annual YMCA Swim Meet.  Mr. Dekker was also supposed to ask about camping in the Park since the town has an ordinance against no camping in the park.  The high school was contacted and they were given permission to camp at the High School, but before Mr. Dekker could arrive and inform the participants people had started arriving and setting up their camp in the park.  Mr. Dekker expressed his interest in having this invitational go on for at least the next five years.  Mayor Wolfe thought it may have to come to the Council on a year by year basis, but urged Mr. Dekker to come in and discuss with Adm. Ranger and see what our options were.  

Mr. Larry Stevenson 4721 Old Naches Rd addressed the Council.  The downtown businesses have formed a new association and would like to have their meetings in the new Depot Building.  The meetings are held every 4th Thursday of the month.  Attorney Watkins informed Council that Adm. Ranger has been working with the Chamber in regards to an agreement, but as of yet one has not been agreed upon.  In this agreement the manning of the depot, the calendar of events, and rental agreements are only a few of the things that will be addressed.  Attorney Watkins suggested discussing with Adm. Ranger when he returns on Wednesday if there has been any provisions as to what will be charged for rental of the facility.  Mr. Stevenson also asked about who provided the insurance for the festivities out at the Cleman’s View Sports Complex during their Fourth of July Celebration.  Clerk Luke and Councilman Carney both tried to explain to Mr. Stevenson that the Town Purchased the Fireworks for the event and along with that came insurance for the fireworks only, the event insurance was covered by Upper Valley Sports and the Naches Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. Stevenson also wanted Council to be aware that Upper Valley Sports is basically an inactive corporation.    

Mr. Elliott Baker of 208 Naches Ave addressed the Council.  We just donated as a community to a facility that does not have a business license $5,000 worth of fireworks.  They are not registered with the secretary of state, there business license expired on January 8th of 2008.  He asked the council to consider the dissolution of the Naches Chamber of Commerce for misappropriation of funds.  Councilman Carney informed Mr. Baker that Upper Valley Sports is a totally separate entity than the Naches Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. Baker asked Councilman Carney who he donated his fireworks to.  Councilman Carney did not donate fireworks directly, it was for the town.  Mr. Baker then asked if the town generated any funds from that particular donation.  Clerk Luke informed Mr. Baker that there were no funds from any private party to help pay for the fireworks display.  Mr. Baker asked if that was a good appropriation of community funds, Councilman Carney agreed that it was.  Attorney Watkins informed Councilman Carney that this was not the right time to argue about this and that the study session would have been better for inter-action.  Mr. Baker asked to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  Mayor Wolfe informed Mr. Baker that he would need to come into Town Hall on the next business day and fill out the appropriate forms.  Mr. Baker then proceeded to say as he walked away from the podium that hopefully Mr. Ranger and Mr. Juette will be present when he asks for their jobs.    

Ms. Judy Lydon of 92 Greenview Drive is representing the Naches/Gleed block watch.  Ms. Lydon would like to extend an invitation to Mayor and Council to the Naches Night Out at the Applewood Park on August 5, 2008 from 6-8 PM.  Applewood Park will be opening up the swimming pool that night for a free swim, and the Naches Business Association will be helping with the potluck.  

Attorney Watkins reminded Clerk Luke that she should probably publish a special meeting in case there are three or more council members in attendance and that there is no business intended.  

Mr. Elliott Baker as Vice Chair of the Naches Business Association has agreed to donate food on top of the potluck.  The whole purpose of this function is to bring the community together.  This get together will allow you to get to know your neighbors and their kids.  The Naches Business Association would also like to extend the invitation to everyone in the community and he would hope and expect Council to me available to the community members and the public.  

Ms. Barbara Stevenson of 4721 St. Rt. 410 wanted to inform Council that the Downtown had a great time and a successful festival on the 5th of July.  The Festival turned out awesome with no incidents and no drunken brawls like what council expected.  Ms. Stevenson knows Council did not want the Business Association to hold this festival, but she just wanted to reiterate the wonderful time they had.

Councilwoman Lloyd informed Ms. Stevenson that it wasn’t that Council didn’t want them to hold their function; it was that Council wanted to hold them accountable and expected them to do their homework and follow the guidelines just like everyone else in the community would have to.  

Kaia Sorim 85 S. Naches Rd addressed Council.  Ms. Sorim is confused, she thought we had a large federal grant for the depot project and she is confused as to how the chamber of commerce would have control over that and if they are charging rent, where does that money go.  Mayor Wolfe informed Ms. Sorim that the town only owns the building and that the Chamber runs the facility.  Ms. Sorim wanted to know if the Town chooses who runs the facility without taking bids.  Attorney Watkins informed Ms. Sorim that there has been no violation of public bidding laws and that when Adm. Ranger returns that she should contact him in regards to her questions.  

Adjournment 

There being no further business coming before council, Councilwoman Lloyd motioned to adjourn the meeting, followed by a second from Councilman Carney.  The motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  

Eric Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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