TOWN OF NACHES STUDY SESSION MINUTES

October 8, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Pro-Tem Chuck Harris.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor Pro-Tem Chuck Harris, Council members, Janet Anderson, Rhonda Schab and Rick Carney.

	Absent:
	Councilwoman Gayle Lloyd with an excused absence.  Mayor Eric Wolfe coming in late because of working conditions.

	Also Present:
	Administrator Jeff Ranger, Attorney Sara Watkins and Clerk Tanya J. Gomez 


Review Consent Agenda Items

Council reviewed the consent agenda as presented.  

Staff Report

Naches Depot and Trail

Adm. Ranger informed Council that construction on the Depot Building began on September 4, 2007.  There have been three change orders issued.  The first is to provide sheath to the existing skip-sheathing with 7/16” OSB to provide a base for the roofing material.  The second is to provide reinforcement for straightening the ceiling and soffit in the depot ticket office and reinforcement of the four foot eave on the south side of the depot building.  Finally the third is to remove dry-rotted portions of the 6” by 10” by 19 feet beam on the north side of the baggage room at the door; and replace with a new LVL beam including lifting and temporarily supporting a portion of the building.  The project is on schedule thus far.  Adm. Ranger has been in contact with Mr. Ed Barry of WSDOT in regards to the signage we will be allowed to have for the Depot.                

Allan Rd. Interchange

Adm. Ranger informed Council that an engineer has been assigned to the Allan Road Study and things are now starting to get underway.        
WFOA Conference
Clerk-Treasurer Gomez informed Council she attended the Washington Finance Officers Association Conference September 18, 2007-September 21, 2007.  There were many different classes that were attended and lots of informative information that was shared.
2008 Budget
Adm. Ranger informed Council he and Clerk-Treasurer Gomez have prepared the preliminary budget for 2008 and will be going over some of the changes after his report.

UGA Public Hearing
Adm. Ranger informed Council that Yakima County held their Public Hearing on the Urban Growth Boundary on September 12, 2007.  Adm. Ranger and Planner Hordan attended the hearing to obtain Layman Lumber.           

Yakima County Internet
Adm. Ranger has been in contact with Mr. Mike Sloan of Yakima County Technology Services.  Yakima County is offering the Town of Naches, Yakima County Fire District #3, Yakima Regional Library and the Naches Treatment Plant access to high speed wireless internet.  The Town of Naches plans on taking advantage of the offer and the hook up fees will be offset by the 3/10% monies that are to be used for public safety.  With this new high speed access the Sheriff’s Office plans on using the office located in Town Hall for a sub-station.  The Town will purchase a new computer with the 3/10% funds in order to accommodate the Sheriff’s Office.  We are in hopes the community will notice more of a presence and will be able to access a deputy once or twice per week.  
Census
Adm. Ranger attended a Census Workshop for the 2010 census.  Adm. Ranger and Clerk-Treasurer Gomez will also be conducting a census for 2008 as OFM has questioned our figures for 2007 and is requiring a formal census be done in order to give us credit for the figure that we have some up with.
Abatement Issues
Adm. Ranger and Attorney Watkins are requesting an Executive Session in order to update Council on the ongoing abatement issue.
FEMA Review

Huibregtse Louman & Associates is in the process of reviewing the FEMA maps.  The Town will more than likely be appealing the maps.  

State Auditor

Adm. Ranger and Clerk-Treasurer Gomez will be meeting with Mrs. Toni Nelson of the State Auditor’s Office, she is a Small Cities Specialist and is going help with some accounting questions that Adm. Ranger and Clerk Gomez have. 

State Grant

Adm. Ranger is in the process of a submitting a Grant Application to the Washington State Legislature to secure funding for the open field and trail located near the Cleman View Park.

H2A Housing

Allan Brothers will be contacting the Town in regards to more H2A Housing.  They were unable to finish the first project in time to use them this year, but are anticipating a stronger need for next year and would like to add two more units.  They will be in contact with the planning commission in order to get started on the project.

Public Works

Public Works Foreman, Mike Davis has attended several training opportunities this last month, the first being Trench Safety in Everett, WA and the second being Water Efficiency here in Yakima.  Irrigation ends October 15, 2007.  Utility extensions for Phase II of Naches Meadows II are now underway.  LynDee Campbell is taking care of the Lead and Copper testing that we are mandated to do every three years.  Public Works I, Campbell has found several new sites to test this year.   
Review Vouchers

Council reviewed the October vouchers presented for approval.  

Review Treasurer’s Monthly Report

Council reviewed the Month end report for September 2007. 
2008 Preliminary Budget

Clerk Gomez discussed some of the changes in the 2008 budget.  The assessment for the Yakima Valley Conference of Governments went down over $200.00.  We are anticipating an increase in the Sheriff’s contract of about 5%.  We are also anticipating supplies for the Depot to increase due to the restroom building and the cleaning and supplies that will be needed for this new area.  Clerk Gomez also went over capital expenditures and a couple of different options that Council should take a look at.   

The Study Session was closed at 6:58 p.m.

Eric R. Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Gomez, Clerk
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