TOWN OF NACHES

PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

June 4, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Hawver.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Chairman Hawver, Commissioners Earl Fisk, Nick Sloan. Rebecca Patrick and Ted Silvestri

	Absent:
	

	Also Present:
	Administrator, Jeff Ranger and Planner, Bill Hordan


Commissioner Patrick moved to approve the minutes of 5/7/07.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sloan.  Motion carried unanimously. 
New Business
John Thompson Presentation
Mr. John Thompson made a presentation about signage in the Town of Naches.  Mr. Thompson presented a board with signage around the Town including yard sale signage, off premise signage and on premise signage.  Mr. Thompson inquired about the fairness of regulatory signage and the need for off premise signage.  Mr. Thompson questioned Planning Chairperson Hawver yard sale signs and Councilman Harris yard sale signs and he deemed them to be illegal.  Mr. Thompson also questioned Councilman Schab and the bank’s grandfather signage on the highway but voted for Ordinance 575.  Mr. Thompson stated he was not against any of the signage and expressed that signage should be unlimited.  Mr. Thompson reiterated that the Ordinance 575 should be revisited, corrected or repealed.

Mr. Thompson also stated he had a vision for the Town and presented another photo board showing various town features.  Mr. Thompson and a few others have started a group called share the vision to create a theme for the Town..
Chairwoman Hawver asked if any of the audience would like to comment on the issue and opened the floor for discussion.
Marlene Barsten, P.O. Box 963, wanted to know what the penalties for having illegal signing in the Town.

Dennis Krueger, 101 Apple Loop, stated he is new to town but would like to see more public involvement through a townhall or similar venue.

Randy Juette, 10160 S. Naches, stated that he was the Naches Valley Chamber President and had been working with Administrator Ranger on the White Pass Scenic Byways which would provide legal signage for the Town and would address some of the issues.  Mr. Juette also inquired why Mr. Thompson did not invite himself and other businesses to the share the vision meeting.  Mr. Juette also informed the Planning Commission and audience that the Chamber of Commerce was hosting a White Pass Scenic Byway and Tourism meeting to be held on Wednesday June 20th at Naches Town Hall and invited anyone to participate.  Mr. Juette also explained that the vision of the Town should be clean and green and had already taken some steps to implement.  Mr. Juette extended his hand and asked Mr. Thompson if he would like to work with him on this and other business issues.
Elliot Baker, 208 Naches Avenue, current owner of Van’s Tavern and inquired whether the grandfather off premise sign for the tavern was still within its legal status.  Mr. Baker had expressed that some had told him that it needed to be removed.

Administrator Ranger replied to Mr. Baker that he had made no request by the Town of Naches and was still waiting for legal advice from Naches Legal Council and would notify Mr. Baker of the decision.

Ted Schmelzer, 112 Cherry Lane, asked the Planning Commission that through all his developments which will provide a favorable tax base for the Town, needed to be able to provide or have signage on the highway.

Chairwoman Hawver informed the audience that the Planning Commission is only an advisory board and encouraged everyone to participate in the next Naches Valley Chamber meeting on the 20th of June.  Mrs. Hawver also informed the audience that the Federal statutes of the 1971 Scenic Vistas Act also plays a major role in signage on U.S. Highway 12.

Old Business

Chairman Hawver opened the discussion about the draft comment letter from CTED on the comprehensive update.  Planner Hordan address the last two comments and suggested language to add to the review.  Commissioner Silvestri made the motion to adopt the new language and was seconded by Commissioner Patrick and the motion carried unanimously.

Administrator Ranger informed the Planning Commission that the Public Hearing for the update was to be held Monday June 11th at the regular Town Council Meeting.
Commissioner Patrick moved, seconded by Commissioner Silvestri to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

_________________________


            ________________________

Kit Hawver, Chairman




Tanya J Gomez, Clerk
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