TOWN OF NACHES COUNCIL MINUTES

November 13, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Eric Wolfe.

ROLL CALL

	Present:
	Mayor Eric Wolfe, Council members Janet Anderson, Gayle Lloyd, Rick Carney and Chuck Harris.

	Absent:
	Councilwoman Rhonda Schab with an Excused Absence.

	Also Present:
	Administrator Jeff Ranger, Attorney Sara Watkins Planner Bill Hordan and Clerk Tanya J. Luke


Mayor Eric Wolfe led the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed the audience.  

APPROVE AGENDA

Councilman Harris moved, seconded by Councilwoman Lloyd to approve the Agenda with the added item 9 B conditional use permit Yakima Valley Orchards and Allan Brothers as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilwoman Anderson moved, seconded by Councilwoman Lloyd to approve the Consent Agenda as presented:

a. Approve minutes of 10/08/07 Council Study Session.

b. Approve minutes of 10/08/07 Regular Council Meeting.

c. Approve Claim Warrants #11073 through #11125 in the total amount of $191,899.78 dated through November 13, 2007.

d. Approve Payroll Warrants #4045 through #4061 in the total amount of $24,265.08, dated through October 31, 2007.

REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Planning Commissioner Kit Hawver informed Council that the Planning Commission Held an Open Public Hearing for the conditional use request by Yakima Valley Orchards and Allan Brothers.  This conditional use permit was to add to more housing units also know as H2A housing.  There were 2 written comments received and numerous oral comments.  The planning commission wanted to see the results of the trial run for the original two units that had been placed at the property, but because of timing the units were not occupied during the last harvest.  The Planning Commission recommended to the Council to deny the application for conditional use 3-1.     

PUBLIC HEARING (S)

Clerk Luke discussed with Council and gave Highlights to the audience members about some of the changes in the 2008 preliminary budget.  The Ad Valorem Taxes are proposed to rise by 1% allowed by law.  The new amount is $111,267.00 and includes new construction and newly annexed areas into the town.  Clerk Luke went over some of the bigger expenses the Town plans on for several projects and equipment.  The Town is proposing to purchase a jetter from the City of Yakima for $15,000.  Public Works would also like to finish up the purchase of the radio reads for the remainder of the town this would cost $42,000.  The original clarifier at the Treatment Plant will also need to be re-built the cost of this project is $45,000.  Public Works will also need a chart recorder because of state mandated testing this recorder is $4,500.  Some of the other changes in the current copy of the 2008 preliminary budget are an increase in Electrical Utility taxes and an increase in Refuse Utility Taxes.  The Town has received the final quotes for Medical, Dental and Vision.  Those figures are in the current copy of the preliminary budget.  Clerk Luke received an estimate for our AWC insurance and it has increase 4%.  Those figures are not in the current copy, but when figuring the budget the rates were figured in at having a 15% increase so again Council will see the decrease in the December copy of the preliminary budget.  A 100,000 retainage has been budgeted in the Depot Fund for the final close out of the project.  Clerk Luke informed Council that the budget is $315,729 less than the 2007 budget due to the most part of the Depot Project being completed.  
Mayor Wolfe opened the Preliminary 2008 Budget Public Hearing at 7:11 PM.  There being no public comment or testimony the public hearing was closed at 7:12 PM.

Planner Bill Hordan informed Council that an Open Public Hearing was conducted at the November 5, 2007 Planning Commission meeting to consider a Conditional Use application for the establishment of two additional 26’ X 48’ manufactured homes and expanding the time period for farm workers residing on the property from 3 months to 6 months.  The property in question is located at 200 Allan Road and the parcel numbers is 171410-11003.  This request was from Yakima Valley Orchards and Allan Brothers.  Since there had been no trial period and reviewed an annual Planning Commission meeting.  The Council has three options, they can approve the conditional use permit, they can deny the conditional use permit or they can modify the conditional use permit.  Mr. Hordan reminded Council that this Public Hearing would be closed and based on previous testimony only.  

Mayor Wolfe opened the Conditional Use Permit Closed Public Hearing at 7:22 PM.  

Mr. Thomas Allan who resides at 761 Sunnyslope Road in Yakima addressed the Council.  Mr. Allan informed the Council that Yakima Valley Orchards and Allan Brothers is requesting to place two additional 26’ X 48’ manufactured homes on their property located at 200 Allan Road.  Mr. Allan would feel more comfortable with the 2 additional units as labor is up and down in his field of work.  He is requesting permission to have a little flexibility to act when he feels necessary.  Mayor Wolfe asked if Mr. Allan would ever need more than 40 works?  Mr. Allan informed Mayor Wolfe that 40 works is considered a crew and he did not see the need for anymore than 40 workers.  

Mrs. Kim Olson of 5691 Old Naches Hwy spoke to council in regards to her mother’s property located at 160 and 170 Allan Road.  Allan Brothers is now in the Town of Naches, is this really what Council wants for the Town of Naches?  Mrs. Olson plans on selling her property to a developer and is afraid this will not be considered a low residential area.  These people are straight out of Mexico and do not live like we do.  They cannot be couped up day and night and will leave the premises.  Why does Mr. Allan need this type of housing in the Town of Naches?  We are trying to keep up the integrity, maintain good schools and a small town atmosphere.  Mrs. Olson asked Council if this is what they wanted to live next to?  Mrs. Olson also stated her property value would not increase due to the H2A housing.  

William Morris 751 Allan Road is concerned for the quality of live in Naches.  Mr. Morris runs a construction crew and says there is trouble brewing with keeping 50 men couped up and fears they will not stay put.  Mr. Morris feels that this H2A housing in just not fare and not the quality of life he wants.  Mr. Morris does feel that the amount of time for a trial period should be expanded.  

There being no other public comment or testimony to come before council, Mayor Wolfe closed the Public Hearing at 7:37 PM.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Naches Depot Trail Project

Adm. Ranger informed Council that sidewalks are now in and paving is about 80% complete.  Restroom building has been sided and the project is about 50% complete.  YVCOG informed Adm. Ranger that the Town of Naches had been awarded additional Enhancement funds in the amount of approximately $135,000.  These funds may be available in December, or there may be possibilities of leaving the contract open until work can again begin.  

Allan Road Study

Adm. Ranger will be meeting with the Engineers and going over some early fact findings tomorrow.  This is just one of about four meetings that will take place. 

NEW BUSINESS

Proposed 2007 Budget Amendment
Clerk/Treasurer Luke informed Council that the 2007 budget amendment was for clean up purposes and was initiated by the Depot Project and taking reserves and placing them into the Project line item, it was also initiated by the USDA Annual Report requirements that the fund budgeted beginning balance match the actual beginning balances.    
Conditional Use Permit for Yakima Valley Orchards and Allan Brothers
Mayor Wolfe feels like the number of people seems to be the bigger issue, than the number of homes.  Mayor Wolfe asked Mr. Allan if they had anything temporary or if this was the place they needed to be in?  Mr. Allan informed Mayor Wolfe and Council that when they decided they wanted to try for this H2A housing they took an arial map of their property and tried to keep it as far away from neighbors as possible.  As far as water and septic this is the only place the homes will work on this property.  Mayor Wolfe wanted to know if these were all adults or were families involved?  What happens if their contract is broken.  Mr. Allan informed Mayor and Council that the potential employees would all be adult males and if their contract is not completed or they do something that violates their contract, they will be sent back home and will not be allowed to re-enter the Country.  Mr. Allan also informed Council that they have decided to make the residences alcohol free zones.  Councilwoman Lloyd asked if the employees were restricted in any way, she feels you cannot keep them as prisoners, is there a curfew system.  Mr. Allan informed Council that the contract is very specific and lets the potential employee know the working hours, conditions, restrictions and so on.  Councilman Carney asked Mr. Allan if he would be willing to compromise.  Mr. Allan is willing to compromise, but wants Council to know that 40 people will be there someday, whether it be that particular spot or across the street at his property that is considered Yakima County.  
Councilman Carney made a motion to accept the conditional use permit with the condition that we extend the trial period for six months and do not accept the two additional housing units pending the trial period through October 31, 2008.  We can then hear public comment and review it in November.  Assuming that everything goes positively and we have no issues, we can go ahead with the two additional units.  Mr. Miles Cole the Business Manager for Yakima Valley Orchards and Allan Brothers asked Council what conditions would warrant how well things went.  What benchmark do they have to meet? The Council discussed the conditions and came to the conclusion that the recommendations would be set by the planning commission and are apart of the original conditions that they set at their original hearing in May 2007.  The motion died for a lack of a second.

Councilman Carney made a motion to accept the conditional use application from Yakima Valley Orchards and Allan Brothers with the modifications of extending the review time from 3 months to 6 months, excluding the two new units and after the October 31, 2008 deadline and within 30 days the planning commission will then review the conditional use permit pending there are no substantial issues, we would then allow the two new units to be placed on the property.  Councilman Harris seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was then taken, Councilman Harris-I, Councilman Carney-I, Councilwoman Lloyd-I, and Councilwoman Anderson abstaining.  The motion passed 3-1.     
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES

Proposed Resolution 2007-11
Councilman Carney moved to approve Resolution 2007-11 revoking Resolution 2007-7 Approving the Transfer of the Cable Franchise.  Councilwoman Anderson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Proposed Resolution 2007-12
Councilman Harris moved to approve Resolution 2007-12 authorizing the Mayor to sign a contract with Huibregtse Louman Associates, Inc. to perform engineering services for the Town of Naches.  (Council by motion approved Huibregtse Louman & Associates as their Engineer’s for the next three years at the December 11, 2006 Regular Council Meeting, a Resolution or contract were never signed to satisfy auditor requirements).  Motion carried unanimously.

Proposed Ordinance 632
Councilwoman Lloyd moved to approve Ordinance 632 fixing the estimated amount of Ad Valorem Taxes to be levied to meet the financial requirements of the Town of Naches, Washington for the year 2008.  Councilwoman Anderson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Proposed Ordinance 633

Councilwoman Anderson moved to approve Ordinance 633 amending the 2007 operating budget and amending Ordinance No. 626 for the Town of Naches, Washington.  Councilwoman Lloyd seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

Ms. Donna Kime of 103 W. Third asked Council if the money discussed tonight during the 2007 budget amendment was new money for the depot project.  Ms. Kime feels that this project is costing a lot more than what was originally planned.  Ms. Kime also asked if the project was on time and if it would be completed when it should be.
Adjournment 

There being no further business coming before council, Councilwoman Lloyd motioned to adjourn the meeting, followed by a second from Councilman Carney.  The motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 8:34 p.m.  

Eric Wolfe, Mayor




           Tanya J. Luke, Clerk
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